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1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:1-5; 
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“In My Father's House” 


By Elizabeth Beck 
John 14:1-3 


N THE Christian’s heavenly Homeland 
There’s a quiet resting place 
Where the weary, troubled pilgrim 
Meets the Master face to face. 


See Him! Hands held out in pleading, 
Hands that blessed the throngs that 
came— 
All the lame, the blind, the sinful— 
Seeking pardon in His name. 


Hear Him! Once again, O pilgrim, 
Living words He speaks anew; 

In my Father’s many mansions 
There’s a place for me, for you. 


“Not Ignorant of His Devices” 


Communism is one of Satan’s colos- 
sal devices to discredit and hinder Chris- 
tian work. There is great danger that 
careless, professing church members, 
who are not daily reading and meditat- 
ing in the Word of God and not well 
posted on the news, may fall into a 
false sense of security and think that 
Communism is not a present menace in 
our country. But this cannot be the 
case with those who know their Bibles 
and who have read the impressive 
article, “The Communists Are After Our 
Minds,” by J. Edgar Hoover, in the 


American Magazine for October, 1954. 
“While there are less than 25,000 Com- 


munist Party members in the United 
States,” wrote’ Mr. Hoover, “they wield 
an influence far greater than their num- 
bers suggest. . . . For example, Com- 
munist teachers or fellow travelers are 
subtly persuading children aged 2 to 5 
not to believe in religion, and are poi- 
soning their minds with contempt or 
dislike for other ‘capitalistic institutions.’ 
In one of many colleges where Commu- 
nists are known to have taught, there 
was a teacher who tried to get over 
to his students the idea that ‘Communism 
is the only hope of Mexico.’ At one 
of our great universities a renowned 
scientist recently compared Christianity 
unfavorably to Marxism, and stated that 
‘Marxism has that optimism which alone 
can build a new world.’ . . . Actually, 
it [the Communist Party] has plenty of 
money at all times, and can raise much 
more when it wishes to. This was dem- 
onstrated in 1947, when the Party raised 
$1,000,000 in a few days to fight anti- 
Communist legislation, and again in 1948, 
when the Party dug up $500,000 to fight 
passage of another anti-Communist 
measure, the Mundt-Nixon Bill. During 
the 9-month trial of eleven top Com- 
munists in 1951, the Party spent approxi- 
mately $7,000 weekly on their defense. 

. . While the Reds profess to detest 
capitalism, capital is a too] they have 
always used extensively and are still 
using. .. . Because of the many security 
measures and subterfuges which the 
Communists employ, it is not easy for 
the FBI to keep track of all their activ- 
ities. It is obviously impossible for our 
6,400 agents to watch 25,000 of them every 
hour of every day. . . . We must all 
realize that the Red conspirators in our 
midst still constitute a very grave men- 


ace... . To defeat them, we must rec- 
ognize them as diabolically skillful 
enemies, understand their methods, and 
be eternally vigilant.” Whatever Mr. 
Hoover writes demands attention, for it 
is backed up by a mass of facts pains- 
takingly gathered by the FBI. What he 
says in this article is quite in line with 
Scriptural exhortations and commands 
concerning the activities of Satan. Writ- 
ing to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul 
said, “Lest Satan should get an advan- 
tage of us: for we are not ignorant of 
his devices” (2 Cor. 2:11). The Apostle 
Peter warned us: “Be sober, be vigi- 
lant; because your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek- 
ing whom he may devour...” (1 Pet. 
5:8, 9). The Apostle Paul gave Tim- 
othy both warning and encouragement 
in the same passage, saying: “But evil 
men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 
But continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Tim, 3:13-15). No Christian has the 
time or the means to keep up with the 
activities of the Communists, nor would 
it be wise for him to try to do so—unless 
that were part of his duty in a govern- 
ment agency. But as he reads the news, 
let him have his Bible always at hand 
and as far as possible in mind, as an 
antidote, for “all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 
3:16). 


Obedience Is Important 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


tury, becoming concerned over 

the lawlessness of our times, be- 
gan to do some thinking that led to 
some significant discoveries. He found 
he could not recall ever having preached 
a sermon on obedience, nor could he 
recall having heard a sermon on the sub- 
ject. That led him to search some books 
of sermons and speeches delivered in 


a LEADING preacher of our cen- 





modern times. He failed to find one 
dealing with respect for and obedience 
to authority. But he found much on 
freedom, self-expression, and the throw- 
ing off of old restraints. In that man’s 
mind the conviction grew that the law- 
lessness this century has witnessed grows 
out of deep-rooted tendencies to play 
down law and authority in favor of self- 
expression and self-assertion. The spirit 
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of lawlessness has thus developed, and 

a harvest of crime and wrong has been 

the result. It is high time to remind 

ourselves of that which God’s Word has 
always stressed—obedience is important. 

1, Obedience to parents is fundamen- 
tally important for children. It should 
be obvious that it is right in the very 
nature of things for children to obey 
their parents. Paul wrote, “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord,” and then 
added, “for this is right” (Eph. 6:1). 
And why is such obedience right? For 
one thing, the child is nourished and 
cared for by loving parents and obe- 
dience on a child’s part to those whose 
loving care surrounds and blesses him 
is right. Furthermore, the dependence 
of children on the wider experience and 
greater wisdom and strength of parents 
makes obedience to them right. The 
child lacks the experience and knowledge 
to know what is good and safe and wise, 
as does the parent. But to benefit by the 
larger experience and wiser judgment of 
parents, children must obey them. The 
ocean liner needs a pilot to take the 
vessel safely out of harbor into the open 
sea, and children need the controlling 
care of parents past the hidden perils 
of early years till they are launched on 
the open sea of life. 

This leads us to observe that obedience 
to parents is important because it spares 
children much harm and brings them 
much good. Paul reminds us that the 
command to honor parents carries with 
it the promise of long life. And the 
general rule is that obedient children 
become good members of Society, un- 
likely to shorten their lives by evil 
habits and deeds of crime as the dis- 
obedient and lawless often do. A child 
specialist has said, “When it comes to 
serious illness, the child who has been 
taught to obey stands four times the 
chance of recovery that the spoiled and 
undisciplined child does.” Here’ is im- 
pressive testimony to the way in which, 
even in childhood, obedience to parents 
spares children harm and brings good. 

Another reason why obedience to par- 
ents is important is that it leads to godly 
youth and adulthood. An obedient child 
yields more readily to God’s control as 
he grows older than does an undisci- 
plined and disobedient child. Those who 
early learn obedience to parents find it 
comparatively easy to transfer obedience 
from their parents to their Maker as 
youth and adult years come. Contrari- 
wise, children fixed in disobedience carry 
over that self-willed attitude toward God 
in later life. People may ruin their lives 
here and be lost hereafter because they 
never learned as children to yield obe- 
dience to authority. Thus parents who 
let their children get away with any- 
thing imperil their eternal salvation. 

So then, because it is right, because it 
spares them harm and brings them good, 
and because it helps them yield to God’s 
control, children’s obedience to parents 
is fundamentally important. 
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2. Now we must say that obedience to 
God is important all through life. And 
this, as in the case of obeying our par- 
ents, is right in the very nature of things. 
God is our Maker, all-loving and all- 
wise. His commands are not those of 
an unjust and arbitrary tyrant, but of 
a loving Heavenly Father who seeks our 
good in all He enjoins upon us. So, be- 
cause God is our maker and lovingly 
seeks our good; also, because He is wiser 
than we, to obey Him is right by the 
very nature of this relationship. 

Indeed, disobedience to God is the sin 
of sins. It is self-idolatry, for to dis- 
regard what God commands is to imply 
that we know better than God what is 
for our good. That is to set ourselves 
up as greater than God, better and wiser 
than God. Obedience to Him is right 
by the very fact that it is He that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves. 

Then, too, as with the obedient child, 
so, too, with the grownup in his relation 
to God, obedience spares us from much 
harm and brings us great good, while by 
disobedience we hurt and destroy our- 
selves. In a series of tests, King Saul 
put his desires and will before God's 
will till it became Saul’s ruin and he 
lost his kingdom to David and his life 
to the Philistines. Setting aside God’s 
control, he lost God’s care and pros- 
pering blessing. David, on the other 
hand, by obeying the Lord came to the 
throne and a career of great usefulness. 
There are many in jail today and still 
more outside it whose lives are wrecked 
through refusal to let God’s commands 
rule them. In contrast, thousands of 
obedient believers can testify that obe- 
dience has proved to be a blessing, 

Finally, for every grownup, obedience 
to God .is most important because it is 
the chief proof of a genuine experience 
of salvation. Christ insists that it is use- 
less to call Him “Lord, Lord,” if we do 
not the things He requires. “Ye are my 
friends,” He says, “if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” As the disobedient life 
is the idolatry of self, so the obedient 
life is the proof that we truly worship 
and serve the Lord. 

Our Lord said of His sheep, “They shall 
hear my voice ... they follow me.” By 
that test, the test of obedience, are we 
of His sheep? A missionary doing some 
translation of the Bible was seeking the 
native word for obedience and not find- 
ing it. One day, as he left his house, his 
dog stayed behind till the missionary 
whistled for it. Then the dog came run- 
ning at top speed after his master. An 
old native man who saw the dog’s ready 
obedience cried out, “Your dog is all 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord your God is he 
that goeth with you, to fight for 
you against your enemies, to save 
you” (Deut. 20:4). 
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ear.” And there the missionary had a 
beautiful word for obedience. It is to 
be all ear to God. May we all have that 
as our distinguishing characteristic, for 
only so can we rightly be reckoned 
among God’s people. 


we 
Notes on Open Letters 


Books Wanted in Thailand 


A Southern Baptist missionary in 
Thailand, as a pastor, teacher, mission- 
ary, and soul-winner, writes that he 
is trying to build up a _ seminary 
library. I have known this man and 
his wife for years, first when he came 
east to learn Chinese, then while he 
served as a missionary in China, then 
when he had to leave China because 
of the Communist advance, and now 
as he labors in Thailand. 

He says, in part, “We particularly 
need Bible reference books; good, fun- 
damental commentaries; Sunday school 
helps; devotional books. Study course 
books .. . are helpful.” 

Can you suggest how we can obtain 
such material for shipment to him? 

How about back issues of the Trmes? 
What about material on past Sunday 
school lessons? 

It would be much appreciated if 
you could and would lend a hand. 
Should you desire, you could send this 
material direct to 

Rev. Glenn Morris 
P. O. Box 832 
Bangkok, Thailand 

Or, if you prefer, send it to me and 
I shall forward it to him. Many thanks. 
And God bless you and the Times in 
the New Year—W. Archie Caine, 
Goodrich Road, R.F.D. 1, Elmwood, 
Conn, 

Some Times readers doubtless have 
old reference books, commentaries, and 
the like, in good condition which they 
could send directly to Mr. Morris or Mr. 
Caine; or they may have back issues of 
THE Sunpay Scuoot Times or other 
Christian periodicals which would also 
be welcome in the seminary library. 

Please DO NOT send the books to the 
TIMEs. 

we 


About the Poem on Page 1 


May a seventy-one-year-old lady say 
a good word for Jesus Christ? 

Here is a poem I am submitting. If 
it is good enough to print, I shall be 
happy. If not, there was happiness 
enough in composing it. I thank you 
for your paper. It has come to me for 
more than thirty years. I pray that 
our Heavenly Father may bless you 
and all who have a part in publishing 
it, and that it may be a blessing to all 
its readers, as it has been to me.— 
Sincerely, Elizabeth Beck. 

The Editors are glad to publish Miss 
Beck’s poem, which brought happiness 
to her, and believe it will bring some to 
others also. It will be found on the 
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VI. Am I Rational? 


The question of preservation of the species, and 


the amazing mathematical difficulty 


ARRICADE Number’ Nineteen: 
B There is the question presented 

by the natural preservation of 
species lines. 

I have already called attention to 
the natural preservation of character- 
istics by what is termed reversion 
to type. However, the individuals of 
species not only preserve their natu- 
ral characteristics, they also will pre- 
serve their distinct species lines by natu- 
ral breeding. 

Occasionally, individuals are born 
within a species having abnormal, sub- 
normal, or apparently absolutely dis- 
tinctive characteristics. Such individ- 
uals are actually distinct rarities when 
compared to the number of individuals 
within the species. They are called 
“sports.” For example, there are human 
individuals born at times with six fin- 
gers, or six toes, or both. There are 
also dwarfs, and giants, and albinos. 
There have been a few reports of indi- 
viduals with caudal appendages, al- 
though, to my knowledge, none of these 
have ever been authenticated. Such 
sports are found within most species 
lines. Evolutionists have suggested that 
these individuals are throwbacks in the 
evolutionary scale. 


Unusual Characteristics Not Propagated 


However, the fact is that such indi- 
viduals do not propagate these unusual 
characteristics by natural breeding. They 
usually will bring forth perfectly nor- 
mal progeny in the first generation. 
Moreover, medical science has discovered 
that these sports are caused by glandu- 
lar deficiencies or abnormalities, and not 
by breeding. And they are always con- 
fined to the individual. The abnormal 
Swedish “Angel,” a wrestler, is an exam- 
ple. His peculiar form was caused by the 
overfunctioning of the pituitary gland, 
and had nothing whatever to do with 
his antecedents or his progeny. As a 
matter of fact his children are perfectly 
normal, 

Again let me remind you that it is 
possible to emphasize certain character- 
istics within species lines by forced 
breeding or controlled breeding. You 
can breed chickens to produce eggs, or 
hogs to produce large hams, or horses 
for speed or strength, but species lines 
are absolutely inviolate. 

Barricade Number Twenty: There is 
the mathematical difficulty involved in 
considering any theory of evolution. 

I remind you that the evolutionists 
admit that there has been no perceptible 
change, evolutionary or otherwise, within 
the life span of our modern flora and 
I remind you also that I men- 


tioned before something of the fecundity 
of the ordinary American housefly and 
of the Southern pine tree. Such fecund- 
ity is not confined to these two species 
alone. It is true of life in general, Now 
the question is this: If we accept the 
evolutionary hypothesis and the conclu- 
sions drawn from it by its supporters, 
why isn’t this old world absolutely 
smothered in life, both animal and vege- 
table? 

It is not difficult to check the natural 
rate of increase of the human family. 
From comparatively recent archaeolog- 
igal discoveries, we know the date of 
the birth of Abraham. This date is sub- 
stantiated by historical record, archae- 
ological record, and by astronomical cal- 
culation. That should be sufficient. He 
was born in 2160 B.C., and he was one 
hundred years old when his son, Isaac, 
was born. The latter was sixty years 
old when Jacob was born, and Jacob 
married Rachel and Leah when he was 
forty. Thus we know that this marriage 
occurred in approximately 2000 B.C. 
This was the beginning of the Jewish 
race. According to the World Almanac, 
there are some sixteen to eighteen mil- 
lions of Jews in the world today, includ- 
ing New York City. We find then that, 
beginning with a family of three some 
4000 years ago which, in round numbers, 
is the date of Jacob’s marriage to his 
two wives, his progeny have doubled 
themselves twenty-three and one-half 
times, 

We have a significant check on this 
conclusion. Sir Leonard Wooley suggests 
3500°B.C. as the approximate date of the 
Flood silt that he discovered when ex- 
cavating Ur of the Chaldees. If we 
begin with a family of eight at that time 
(the number said to have been in the 
ark), and use the same coefficient of 
increase for 5,500 years (the interval 
since the Flood in round numbers, using 
Wooley’s date as a basis) we find that 
there should be 2,600,000,000 sons of Noah 
in the world today. The world almanac 
estimates that the world population to- 
day is two and a half billions. 


A Problem for an Electronic “Brain” 


Now push that date back to the mini- 
mum allowed by anthropologists for the 
human life span, 50,000 years. Use the 
same ratio of increase as above, allow- 
ing the same loss for death from dis- 
ease, devastation of war, accidents, and 
college matriculation, and see what you 
have. You will find that the human race 
should have doubled itself 294 times. 
How many people would we have on 
earth today, do you suppose? Maybe you 
would like to cypher that one. I would 
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By THE HOOSIER SCHOOLMASTER 


do it for you, only I am not feeling too 
pert right now. Besides, according to 
insurance tables, I do not have more 
than twenty years to go. But a New 
Jersey mathematician has figured it out, 
and reached a rather astounding result. 
He found that, today, the whole surface 
of the earth—including the water area 
—would be packed like sardines with 
human beings to a depth of thirteen 
miles. We would be merrily evoluting 
up yonder in the rarified atmosphere of 
the stratosphere at a temperature of 
something less than a hundred below 
zero. And because of the lessened pull 
of gravity we would be clinging to one 
another for dear life, doctors would be 
catching the babies in baskets and tying 
them to the bedposts to prevent their 
flying off at a tangent because of cen- 
trifugal force, and by the inevitable 
rules of the evolutionary game they 
would resemble something like a cross 
between a walrus and a polar bear, 


A Plunge Into the Maelstrom 


But wait a moment! I have over- 
looked a point. The human race did not 
begin with a trio of individuals as the 
Jewish race did. If we accept the evo- 
lutionary hypothesis, the human race 
must have begun with an inconceivable 
number of individuals. Not even an 
evolutionist would suggest that but one 
pair of human beings were evolved; 
neither. would he make a guess as to 
the actual number. But why be silly 
when it is possible to be absolutely in- 
sane? Just to get a springboard from 
which we may plunge into the mael- 
strom, let us use the accepted scientific 
procedure and make a guess. Let us 
suppose that on a beautiful spring morn- 
ing some 50,000 years ago there were 
10,000 mammals that had successfully 
evoluted to an erect posture and were 
ready to start the long, dreary trail 
which would result in you and me. And 
suppose we use the same ratio of in- 
crease as before with these 10,000 indi- 
viduals as the basis of our equation. 
Maybe you begin to catch a fleeting vision 
of the enormity of the sum. Well, catch 
a full breath and hold your hat. I will 
give you a conservative answer by illus- 
tration, not in numbers, for paper is 
expensive. We would find that today 
our whole universe would be jammed 
and crammed and packed with human 
beings clear out beyond the orbit of the 
little planet Pluto! 

But wait! Again I have overlooked 
something. I have been talking about 
but one species of life. Remember that 
there are between two and three thou- 


(Continued on page 122) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





French pastor of more than three 

hundred years ago (1595-1669), the 
author of the celebrated “Consolations 
of the Faithful.” Consolation No. 53 was 
directed to those who are afflicted with 
the thought of the extent of supersti- 
tion and the fewness of real Christians. 

So he tells of the triumphs of the Gos- 

pel in his day, slight indeed by our 
standards. A pastor friend, M. de Roche- 
fort, had visited Holland and America 
and elsewhere and had heard of, or seen 
with his own eyes, a turning to Christ. 
In the Dutch East Indies a considerable © 
group of pastors and teachers were min- 
istering to many in the different islands. 
In Formosa, where there were eight 
beautiful churches, the pirate Coxinga, 
hater of Christianity, had driven out the 
Hollanders and killed their Christian 
flock with torture. 

Then in New England two hundred 
churches were solidly established, a 
celebrated school had been opened in 
Cambridge, and another for Indians. 
Other parts of America are mentioned 
with their beginning Christian commu- 
nities (remember this was in 1650). In 
the West Indies, English and Dutch 
colonization had been accompanied with 


CC Frencn DRELINCOURT was a 


evangelization. 3 
“Yet after all,” he sighs, “so little zeal, 
such great need! ...I avow it a matter 


of profound sadness that there is among 
us so little love” (for souls). 

These were the first faint streaks of 
dawn. In our own generation what a 
mighty flight evangelization has taken 
world-over and is increasingly taking! 
This presages the end of the end-time. 
“Shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness’”—not necessarily, however, as 
a successful witness—“and then shall the 
end come.” 


European Notes.—False christs are a 
sign of the end-times. They marked the 
days before the fall of the Jewish nation 
in A.D. 71. In our own generation also 
there are many, as we in America know 
too well. The Luthérien Francais re- 
ports the rise of one such in France, 
Georges Roux, who claims to be the 
reincarnated Christ. He lives at Mont- 
favet (Vaucluse), and is planning the 
conquest of the world. He pretends to 
healing powers, denies the existence of 
evil or of Satan, declares salvation comes 
from our own unaided effort, and is 
otherwise a male edition of Eddyism. 
He seems to be winning quite a fol- 
lowing from French Protestantism, 
which has been largely cankered by 
Modernism. So did Christian Science 
follow Unitarianism, the decadent Puri- 
tanism of New England, 





Rights to the Martin Luther film have 
been acquired by Twentieth Century- 
Fox of Hollywood in most of the coun- 
tries on earth, including the Catholic 
lands Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Cuba, 


the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
France, Mexico, Peru, Panama, Italy, 
Portugal, Spain, and Colombia. This 


film, so successful in the United States, 
is of Lutheran Church Productions, Its 
presentation in Britain has been held 
up for a couple of years, presumably by 
clerical influence, for it is a fine plow- 
share to break up ecclesiastical preju- 
dice. 

Norway is poor in this world’s goods 
yet at the time of the Italian floods of 
1951 her people collected £75,000 and 
built a village which houses 700 Italian 
farmers in North Italy. The houses were 
prefabricated in Norway. Another vil- 
lage near by has been built with Swedish 
contributions. How are this and similar 
kindnesses coming out of Protestant 
nations reciprocated? In Italy and Spain, 
for example? 

Benjamin Keach, a Baptist minister 
who died 250 years ago this year, is 
remembered: as the one who introduced 
hymn singing into English churches. For 
publishing a catechism he was arrested 
and, after a shameful trial, put in the 
pillory at Winslow and later at Ayles- 
bury. His young wife took her stand 
by him voluntarily. 


The newspapers are often awkward in 
reporting theological news, but in de- 
scribing the second day of the World 
Council of Churches’ meeting in Evan- 
ston they may not have been so far 
wrong. The Associated Press report for 
August 17 described this session as “tack- 
ling their prime, but often neglected, vo- 
cation of pumping Christian values into 
all nations.” So was one speaker re- 
ported as saying, rightly or wrongly. 
Not preaching Christ! 

Miss Hazel Anderson is Associate Ex- 
ecutive of the Foreign Missions Division 
of the National Council of Churches. 
One in authority, then. In an AP re- 
lease of July 29, she delivers herself of 
these opinions: 

“The old-time idea of ‘converting 
heathens’ by persuasion has given way 
to the idea of mutual understanding, or 
more respect for traditions of others, of 
implanting the Gospel by deed and ex- 
ample, not just word.” 

(“The words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life... .” 
“Preach the word.”—John 6:63; 2 Tim. 
4:2.) 

“The approach is different. Mission- 
aries nowadays see themselves as part- 
ners of other peoples, not as superiors 





By ERNEST GORDON 


or as self-righteous crusaders. In fact, 
some of them shun the name ‘mission- 
ary,’ using instead terms like ‘fraternal 
worker’ or ‘co-worker.’ ” 

The National Council of Churches is, 
according to the same official, sponsor- 
ing a six-weeks course at Allegheny 
College, Meadville, Pa. where “one 
hundred and ten young men and women 
are getting finishing training” before go- 
ing to the field. Does her statement 
represent the spiritual orientation of 
the course? 


One writes (in Congo Newsletter): 
“We have burned fetishes in a host of 
villages. Nearly all had money in them 
to make them effective. Usually when 
people throw away fetishes they do not 
even want to have the money left in 
the village for fear it will bring the 
fetishes back. We have also been re- 
ceiving many chief’s bracelets, which 
they think related somehow to their 
lives, as well as being a symbol of fealty. 
To those who suggest “the futility of 
disturbing the lives of these simple 
folk,” Miss Emily Keyes answers: 

“Yes, why not let them be happy in 
the belief that an angry husband can 
pick up grains of sand from his wife’s 
footprint in the dust and make a fetish 
powerful enough to kill her? Let that 
woman be happy in the fear of a few 
grains of sand. Let mothers be happy 
in tying a dirty feather (paid for at a 
price) on the ankle of a diseased foot, 
and let them be happy when the fetish 
does not prove true and the infection 
spreads. They must be truly satisfied 
with their medicines of dust, ashes, and 
incantations rather than with the clean- 
liness, skill, and message of Christ at 
the mission hospital.” 

Mr. T. E. Bubeck reports on the posi- 
tive side of mission work. “To my 
dying day, I believe I shall see a deaf 
and dumb Congo lad witness with ges- 
tures to his faith in Christ, his Re- 
deemer.” 

“Evangelical Publications” are Congo 
publishers issuing various interdenomi- 
national publications in native languages. 
The Word of Faith in Swahili is a 
monthly with sixteen pages of news, 
Biblical studies, evangelical articles, let- 
ters from African believers, and numer- 
ous illustrations. This is nine years old. 

In 1951 the Witness began publication 
in Lingala, and in the following year 
it was made bilingual to meet the read- 
ing needs of the Bangala-speaking peo- 
ples, who are in contact with Sudan 
tribespeople. In this way the whole of 
Congoland is covered. Biblical Notes 
appear bimonthly in 32 pages. This 
makes four publications which enter 
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17,000 Congo homes, and the number of 
subscriptions constantly increases. “We 
have been profoundly rejoiced by let- 
ters from those who have been converted 
by reading these publications and from 
those strengthened in the faith.” 


Mr. Daniel Parker is an American, 
naturalized in France, who leads in all 
good works and unpopular reforms, He 
asks, “Is it, yes or no, possible to take 
seriously, here and now in this world 
in which we live, the Sermon on the 
Mount and to live, not according to the 
laws of the world, but according to the 
Law of the Kingdom?” 

He is pleading for the conscientious 
objectors to military service—André 
Eisele, who is entering on his sixth year 
of imprisonment; Meyer, Sadowski, and 
Schaguenee, on their fifth year; Delattré 
and Widmer, on their fourth year. He 
calls for prayer to God for the opening 
of prison to these fellow Christians. 

“Make an effort of memory. Have you 
ever heard a priest, a pastor, a Salva- 
tionist officer, on the Lord’s Day and 
from his pulpit, pray for our imprisoned 
brethren? And you who read this article, 
have you ever thought of your respon- 
sibility in the matter? 

“Read of Peter in Acts 12, when he 
was under guard of four quarternions of 
soldiery. ‘Prayer was made without 
ceasing of the church unto God for 
him.’ You know the result. 

“What indeed would happen if Chris- 
tians, if the whole church, prayed for 
the conscientious objectors. God only 
knows. 

“Perhaps their days would be less 
onerous, the prison walls less oppres- 
sive. Perhaps our Protestant and Cath- 
olic deputies in Parliament would bring 
to a vote the resolution of 1949 on the 
matter, which has as yet never been 
even examined. 

“Perhaps even a miracle would oc- 
cur which would fill our hearts with 
joy and transform the discouraged 
course of our commonplace lives. We 
would make the sensational discovery 
that the Sermon on the Mount was 
meant to be put into practice here and 
now. We might have a splendid experi- 
ence of the power of God, breaking 
our own chains and opening before us 
the doors of the prison of unbelief in 
which—prisoners without knowing it— 
we have up to now been incarcerated.” 


The Radio in Japan.—The Pacific 
Orient Broadcasting Company ‘was or- 
ganized in 1951 by six missionaries to 
broadcast over Japan’s thirty-five com- 
mercial stations. “Light of the World” 
is a weekly, fifteen-minute Gospel mes- 
sage. In co-operation with the Japan 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, it is 
reaching millions of children on twenty- 
one stations weekly with free sustaining 
radio time. A _ thorough follow-up 
course, as long as two years, is provided 
for adults, some 5,000 being enrolled, 
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The Japanese Lutheran Hour con- 
tinues on over twenty key stations with 
the generally recognized “best single 
Christian radio program.” They have 
correspondence courses and heavy mail, 
with a program of pastoral calls and 
regional radio rallies. 

The Christian Radio Mission broad- 
casts from the Osaka Bible Seminary 
with a fine program. A retired busi- 
nessman, Mr. Harry Swan, is now on his 
third year of continuous broadcasting. 
“One third of the letters he receives are 
announcements of conversion to Christ.” 
Mr. Timothy Pietsch is broadcasting 
from the Osaka-Nagoya area, 

As to literature, the Christian Liter- 
ature Crusade, besides operating its own 
bookstores in Kyoto, Sendai, Tokyo, and 
Karuizawa, has over thirty-five secular 
bookstores handling evangelical litera- 
ture, both English and Japanese. The 
Conservative Baptist Literature Commit- 
tee reports that their publications (as 
Halley’s “Handbook”) reach every secu- 
lar bookstore in the country through the 
chain system. Important works like 
Machen’s “Origin of Paul’s Religion,” 
Sauer’s “World Redemption,” and “The 
Triumph of the Crucified” are being sold. 


In the Hebrew Christian Quarterly, 
Mr. Dewitz has given interesting par- 
ticulars of the religious life of the com- 
poser Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy. 
Felix was grandson of Moses Mendels- 
sohn, hunchback, pauper (who marked 
off his loaf of bread to last a week), 
master mind, who powerfully influenced 
the Judaism of his day and later. Abra- 
ham, son of Moses, became a successful 
financier. The third generation produced 
Felix—perhaps better, flowered in Felix. 
Felix’s uncle, Bartholdy, had become a 
Christian and had been cast out by his 


relatives. Through his influence the 
Mendelssohns joined the Lutheran 
Church. 


This change was made because of rea- 
sons of convenience, but there are indi- 
cations that the youthful composer took 
his Christian faith seriously. He com- 
posed a large number of chorales and 
anthems which are still used in German 
churches; also the oratorios, “Elijah” and 
“St. Paul.” A Lutheran pastor in Dessau, 
Dr. Schubring, wrote the Biblical text 
for the oratorios and was a warm friend. 
Mendelssohn checked the words carefully. 
“One evening,” said Hiller, “I found Fe- 
lix deep in the Bible. ‘Listen,’ he said, 
and then read to me in a gentle and 
agitated voice the passage from the Book 
of Kings, beginning at the words, ‘ “And, 
behold, the Lord passed by” [1 Kings 
9:11].’” The composer Berlioz, a free- 
thinker, wrote of him, “He believes 
firmly in his Lutheran religion, and I 
much scandalized him by laughing at 
the Bible.” 

He had planned an oratorio on St. 
Peter as a companion piece to that on 
St. Paul, and of it he wrote, “I need not 
tell you that there are sufficient spiritual 








121 





(5) 


motives to make me prize the subject, 
chief of them being the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost, which must form the 
central point.” 

Mendelssohn also wrote the Reformation 
Symphony, its last movement built on 
Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 
His wife was daughter of a French Re- 
formed pastor. 

My own personal memory is of his 
lovely violin concerto which, as it hap- 
pens, I studied under the man who first 
played it, Prof. Julius Eichberg of the 
Boston Conservatory. He was living at 
Diisseldorf at a time when Mendelssohn 
was also settled there. One day in great 
excitement the composer called at the 
home of the young concert violinist and 
asked him to play for him a composi- 
tion he had just finished. It was the 
great violin concerto. 


\ 


Some Remote Christian Education.— 
Sikkim is a small state under the shadow 
of the Himalayas, and there is but one 
European living there, Miss Grace Pat- 
terson, a Scottish schoolmistress. The 
school was established by the Hon. Mary 
Scot, a Scottish noblewoman in life as 
by birth, and for a quarter century or 
more Miss Patterson has labored in 
Gangtok, the Sikkim capital. Fortu- 
nately the school is in favor with the 
Maharajah of Sikkim whose daughter, 
Princess Pema Choki, until her mar- 
riage, used to teach there. In the lower 
grade there are sixteen teachers, all of 
Indian or hill nationality, and in the high 
school, eight—Tibetan, Lepcha, Sikkim- 
ese, Bengali, Bihari, and others. Tensing 
Norkay, the man who climbed Everest 
with Edmond P. Hillary, is in touch with 
this school, although, as it happens, his 
own children are in the Church of Scot- 
land school in Darjeeling. There is much 
coming and going between Gangtok and 
Lhasa, and Christians in Lhasa have 
children in Miss Patterson’s school, Vari- 
ous little groups of Christians have 
formed themselves in Gangtok and about. 
One leader, a man named Dachek, when 
planting his orange trees ringed every 
tenth tree for the Lord’s work. A little 
church was largely built from the fruit 
of these “God’s trees.” 

Makerere College is a_ university 
founded in Uganda by the English Gov- 
ernment to provide higher education to 
the Blacks of Uganda, Kenya, Tangan- 
yika, and Zanzibar. It has already 450 
students in residence on the north shore 
of Lake Victoria, with a faculty drawn 
from British, Canadian, and Australian 
universities. The students have received 
their preliminary education largely in 
mission schools. The most significant fact 
from a Christian point of view is the 
number of regular, undergraduate-led, 
spontaneous Christian groups. There 
are also evangelistic meetings and regu- 
lar chapel services. 

The need? More Christian profes- 
sional men of ability for the staff. 
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Am | Rational? 
(Continued from page 119) 


sand species of animal life alone, estab- 
lished, catalogued, and recognized. Most 
of them are much more prolific than 
the human species. If it would crowd 
our universe to hold humanity, where 
would we put the cottontail rabbits and 
the guinea pigs and other rodents? 

This is more than a barricade; it is 
a complete roadblock! 


(To be continued) 
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Scripture Verses on Your Cards 
By May Henderson 


UIETLY the nurse entered the ward. 
The patient stirred. “Has it come?” 
she asked faintly. 

“Yes, here it is. I will open it for 
you,” replied the nurse, as she handed 
her a very beautiful card. 

“It is one of the nicest ones yet,” she 
said.. “How thoughtful of your sister to 
send one every day!” 

“Yes, it is very pretty. Dear Mary,” 
she mused, “always so kind. Will you 
read the verse, please, Nurse?” 

Taking the card she read, “The eter- 
nal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms.” 

“Thank you,” she said, and closed her 
eyes. Quietly she prayed, “And thank 
you, dear Lord. You are my Refuge.” 

There are many occasions when we 
feel we really must send a card to a 
loved one or friend. A dear one is ill. 
John has just graduated. Someone has 
an anniversary, or that new baby has 
arrived! But have you ever stopped to 
consider the special ministry into which 
this obligation can develop? A “get- 
well” card brings much pleasure. Why 
not multiply this pleasure by sending 
cards oftener? The cards sent daily by 
Mary to her dying sister brought encour- 
agement and cheer—also the love of a 
sister so far away. 

An elderly lady suffered a severe heart 
attack. Slowly rallying, she finally re- 
covered enough to be out of the hos- 
pital. In due course, she was able to 
attend church again. After the service, 
she took my hand in both of hers, 
warmly expressing her thanks for the 
cards and little notes. Because of the 
pressure of business, and the fact that 
we resided ten miles from the city, we 
were unable to visit her during her stay 
in the hospital. Sometimes it would be 
a “get-well” card, sometimes a_ short 
note, each carrying a suitable Scripture 
verse. That handshake confirmed in my 
mind that here was a worth-while min- 
istry. 

About a year ago, my sister, who lived 
in a city two hundred miles distant, 
broke her leg. Many weary days of 
convalescing followed. I had heard of 
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the lady who was dying and how her 
sister had sent cards every day. As I 
was unable personally to visit my sister, 
I decided to follow the good example, 
and began sending cards daily, continu- 
ing about two weeks. I wondered what 
she would think of it. Would she con- 
sider I was getting a bit odd? However, 
she wrote thanking me, telling how she 
came to look forward to their arrival 
each day, declaring it was a wonderful 
idea! 

The cost of a card is very small when 
compared to the cost of sending flowers. 
Everyone appreciates receiving flowers, 
but they soon fade. A card every day, 
or even every other day, shows the con- 
tinued thoughtfulness of the sender. 
Prayerfully selected, verses presented in 
this way can bring a great blessing, as 
the convalescent now has time to think 
upon these things, giving the Spirit of 
God an opening to talk to the heart. 

If you find it a task to write letters, 
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why not try the card idea? There ar 
many beautiful “get-well’ cards on the 
market that also contain a Scripture 
verse. Often these are sold by groups 
within the church or by Sunday school 
supply houses and Bible schools. Ifa 
member of your group is shut in, and 
you are unable to visit him personally, 
in what better way could you let him 
know you are remembering him? 

Healthy people also enjoy receiving 
cards, especially on their own red-letter 
days. The little “forget-me-not” book. 
lets that are given free by some sta. 
tionery companies are great aids in re- 
membering these dates. Who can tell 
how God may bless a verse, presented in 
this way, to the saving of some precious 
soul? Has He not said, “My word... 
shall not return void, but it shall ac. 
complish that which I please, and it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto | 
sent it’? (Isa. 55:11.) 


Bowness, ALBERTA, CAN. 


ll. How To Identify the Apostasy 


Its peculiar doctrine is the clue 


HE Spirit of God evidently expects 

the final apostasy to be identified 
and distinguished from all others. It is 
such recognition that is to guard against 
a wrong conclusion concerning the time 
of the day of the Lord. The apostasy 
must come first and prepare the way for 
the “man of sin.” But even then the 
“man of sin” cannot be revealed until 
the Restrainer is taken out of the way. 
When the Restrainer (2 Thess. 2:7) has 
departed the Antichrist is manifest, and 
the judgments of the day of the Lord 
begin. 

The use of the definite article before 
“apostasy” is further proof that the final 
apostasy is to be recognized. It is “the” 
apostasy in the A.S.V. and in the Greek. 
The writer has a particular apostasy 
in mind, 

But how is the apostasy to be recog- 
nized? The answer is not explicitly 
stated in the text, but it is clearly im- 
plied. It is to be recognized by its 
peculiar doctrine. This is true because 
the apostasy prepares the way for Anti- 
christ and therefore must teach his doc- 
trine. The doctrine of Antichrist is that 
man is God, “He that opposeth and 
exalteth himself against all that is called 
God or that is worshipped; so that he 
sitteth in the temple of God, setting him- 
self forth as God” (2 Thess, 2:4, A.S.V.). 

The final apostasy is not just a denial 
of Christian doctrine. It teaches the 
positive blasphemy that man is God. 
Antichrist, who is but a man, sets him- 
self up as the supreme object of wor- 
ship. Preparation for the Antichrist 
must therefore consist of widespread 
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teaching that humanity is God. Godet, 
in his article, “Revelation,” in Johnson's 
Cyclopaedia, thus writes: 

Antichrist’s theological system may 
be summed in the three following 
theses: 1. There is no personal God 
without and above the universe. 2 
Man is himself his own god—the god 
of this world. 3.I am the repre- 
sentative of humanity, by worshipping 
me humanity worships itself.1 
Further evidence concerning the na- 

ture of the apostasy is seen in 2 Thessa- 
lonians 2:11: “And for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie.” This pas- 
sage clearly refers back to the lie of 
Antichrist that he is God. Satan is the 
father of lies, but his masterpiece is 
that man can be his own God. It was 
a form of this lie that caused the Fall: 
“For God doth know that in the day ye 
eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing 
good and evil” (Gen. 3:5, A.S.V.). Since 
the Fall, the lie is that man is divine, 
but it is not generally believed until 
the close of this age. The culmination 
of the mystery of iniquity is the final 
acceptance of this lie and its expression 
in the worship of Antichrist. 

In accord with this, Erich Sauer de- 
scribes the nature of the doctrine of 
Antichrist: 

This is the religion of antichrist: 
It is the detestable doctrine of the 


“Christianity and Anti-Christianity” (p. 43), 
by Samuel J. Andrews. (Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Ill.; out of print.) 


(Continued on page 132) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





to ft 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Rom. 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of 
faith, which we preach; 

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation, 

11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed. 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon him. 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher? 


LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 27. THE CHURCH PROCLAIMS THE GOSPEL 
Mark 16:15; Acts 2:14-41; Romans 10:8-15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:1-5; Colossians 1:24-29; 
printed text, Romans 10:8-15; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 


Golden Text.—I am not ashamed of the oy 00 of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, 
e Jew first, and also to the Greek.—Rom. 1:16 


15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is 
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 


1 Cor. 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came 
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto 
you the testimony of God. 

2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

3 And-I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in 
much trembling. 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power: 

5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
Tex Epistle to the Romans was writ- 

ten before Paul saw Rome. The 

Epistle to the Corinthians was writ- 
ten about two years after his first visit 
to Corinth. The one was written in 
anticipation of a visit, the other with 
recollection of toilsome ministry. It is 
interesting to note that when Paul 
finally reached Rome, it was as a pris- 
oner, facing trial before the Emperor 
himself. Yet he entered Rome with joy 
and courage (Acts 28:15). But in Cor- 
inth, where he was free and had the 
Lord’s assurance that no harm would 
befall him (Acts 18:9, 10), he was “in 
weakness, and in fear, and in much trem- 
bling” (1 Cor. 2:3). 

In the Letter to the Romans Paul 
writes a veritable treatise on the Gos- 
pel, dealing with many facets of this 
great theme. Why he wrote it before 
going to Rome is difficult to discover. 
He seems to have been eager to have 
this basic doctrine planted in Rome, and 
his own delays in reaching the imperial 
capital may have induced him to send 
this ahead, in anticipation of expound- 
ing it more fully when he reached there. 

The Corinthian church developed very 
rapidly, and the enthusiasm was un- 
bounded. But the Corinthians were 
somewhat unstable, and grave weak- 
nesses soon afflicted the church—factions, 
quarrels, loose conduct, drunkenness, 
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and such like. In addition, questions 
arose among them with regard to the 
implicates of the Christian faith in cer- 
tain spheres of conduct and relation- 
ship. The first canonical Epistle to the 
Corinthians deals with these things. It 
is not, thereforé, as doctrinal as Romans, 
but is full of matters of behavior. 

So far as our lesson portions are con- 
cerned, the Romans passage has to do 
with the message, and the Corinthian 
passage with the messenger. 


Verse by Verse ‘ 

Rom. 10:8.—“But what saith it? The 
word is nigh thee .. . the word of faith, 
which we preach.” The opening ques- 
tion goes back to verses 6, 7. We do 
not need to launch cosmic explorations 
to discover God’s secret. It has been 
brought nigh in Christ, coming to us 
with a call for acceptance. See Deuter- 
onomy 30:11-14. 


Verse 9.—“That if thou shalt confess 

_ . the Lord Jesus . . . thou shalt be 
saved.” The mouth gives utterance to 
what the heart contains. When the res- 
urrection of Christ becomes not only 
a historic fact or a doctrine to us, but 
a reality with personal implications, so 
that we are prepared to accord Him 
the place of Lordship in our lives, we 
are on salvation ground. 


Verse 10.—*‘. . . believeth unto right- 
eousness ... confession ... unto salva-, 
tion.” Intellectual assent in itself has 


little moral force, but a heart belief is 


one which alters our whole attitude, and 


gives us a standing in righteousness with 
God. Such heart belief cannot be di- 
vorced from expression. 


Verse 11—*“. . . Whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed.” See 9:33 
and Isaiah 28:16. The Lord Jesus will 
not mock our faith and leave us ashamed 
and confounded, but will make good 
His promises of salvation. 


Verse 12.—“. . . no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek ... rich unto 
all that call upon him.” No difference 
in the matter of sinnerhood (3:22, 23), 
and no difference in the requisites for 
salvation. The “Lord over all” here is 
the Lord Jesus (v. 9), who extends sal- 
vation to Jew and Gentile alike. 


Verse 13.—“For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” See Acts 2:21 and Joel 2:32. 
The Lord Jesus is still in view. Calling 
upon His name is synonymous with con- 
fessing Him as Lord, and is an act of 
worship (1 Cor. 1:2). 


Verse 14.—“How then shall they call 
... believe... hear...” The answer 
to each of these questions is, They can- 
not. There is no escaping the logic here. 
See how the apostle is tracing the action 
back to the original cause. 


Verse 15.—“And how shall they preach 
... How beautiful are the feet of them 
... bring glad tidings .. .” There should 
be no break between verses 14 and 15, 
and certainly no stopping at the end of 
verse 14. The quotation is from Isaiah 
52:7. “Gospel” and “glad tidings” are 
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the same word, both in the Hebrew and 
the Greek. 

1 Cor. 2:1—“. .. I came ... not with 
excellency of speech or of wisdom... 
the testimony of God.” Paul did not try 
to dazzle the Corinthians with flowery 
oratory or specious reasonings, but forth- 
rightly proclaimed the message entrusted 
to him by God. 

Verse 2.—“I determined not to know 
any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.” He could find no 
reason to make any substitution, addi- 
tion, or subtraction with regard to his 
message, so “Jesus Christ, and him cru- 
cified” continued to be his one theme. 
Other knowledge was irrelevant to the 
situation. 

Verse 3.—“. . . in weakness, and in 
fear, and in much trembling.” The Co- 
rinthians probably saw only the bold- 
ness of the man, but did not know of 
the inner conflicts. But the Lord met 
his needs (Acts 18:9, 10). 

Verse 4—“And my speech _..not... 
man’s wisdom . . . in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power.” Once again 
he affirms that he had not put confidence 
in oratory and argument, but his preach- 
ing had been “with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven” (1 Pet. 1:12), a fact 
which was well demonstrated by the 
power and effectiveness of the message. 


Verse 5.—“That your faith ... in the 
power of God.” Faith that rests on 
human wisdom will be shattered when 
a more subtle argument is presented, 
but faith that has been established by 
the power of God, and rests in Christ 
who is the power of God (1:24), will 
be unshakable. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

To the Philippian jailer’s question, 
“What must I do to be saved?” the apos- 
tles replied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31). Now, in this doctrinal treatise 
to the Romans, Paul enlarges on the 
meaning of believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The belief that saves is clearly 
not just a historical belief nor merely 
a doctrinal belief. These will be pres- 
ent, but there must be more. The heart 
and the mouth play their own part in 
true evangelical believing, It is required 
of us that we believe in Him as risen 
from the dead, which, of course, involves 
His exaltation to God’s right hand as 
“both Lord and Christ.” Not mere in- 
tellectual assent to this, but hearty ac- 
ceptance of it! With that there comes 
the confession of the mouth “that Jesus 
Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2:11), that is, my 
Lord. It is an act of worship, of alle- 
giance, of submission. That, and no less 
than that, is what is meant by believing 
on the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:9, 10). 

This is the way of salvation for both 
Jew and Gentile. As all are one in 


sinnerhood, so the grace of God is ex- 
tended to all alike. There are no special 
dispensations, no exceptions. 


It is a 


i 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8 February 20.—The Church and Its 

Sacraments (Ordinances). Mat- 

thew 3:13-17; 26:26-28; 28:19, 20; 

Acts 2:38-41; 10:34-48; 1 Corin- 
thians 11:23-29 

Next Week’s Lesson 

10. March 6.—The Fellowship of Chris- 

tian Love. Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corin- 

thians 13:1-7; Ephesians 2:11-22; 

3:14-19; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 
Thessalonians 3:11-13; 1 John 4:7-11 








“whosoever” Gospel—“whosoever be- 
lieveth,” “whosoever shall call” (vs. 11, 
13). Now “the Lord” in this passage is 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and to “call upon 
the name” is a phrase which signifies 
to worship as God. Believing on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, then, implies wor- 
shiping Him as God. 

How is this Gospel to be made known? 
Paul traces the process back from ulti- 
mate effect to ultimate cause. Back of 
the calling (worshiping) is the believing, 
back of the believing is the hearing, 
back of the hearing is the preaching, 
and back of the preaching is the send- 
ing (vs. 14, 15). Happy those who are 
sent as messengers of this Gospel of 
peace! 

Such messengers are not chosen for 
their ability to use scintillating language 
and to weave the most compelling argu- 
ments. Men convinced by such human 
techniques would endure only until a 
more picturesque and more subtle orator 
carried them away from their moor- 
ings. God is looking for men like Paul 
who are concerned to deliver the tes- 
timony of God, who are convinced of 
the sufficiency of the Gospel of “Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified” and reject 
all substitutes, additions, and subtrac- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW much contact had Paul with 
Rome before he wrote the Epistle 
to the Romans? 

2. What contact had Paul had with 
Corinth before he wrote 1 Corinthians? 

3. What is the striking difference be- 
tween Romans and 1 Corinthians? 

4. Who does Paul quote in showing 
that the message of the Gospel is not 
something far off, but near? 

5. What phrase sums up the message 
of the Gospel? 

6. What phrase sums up the content 
of faith? 

7. What is significant in the phrase, 
“call upon the name of the Lord”? 

8. Who is referred to as “the Lord” 
in our passage in Romans? 

9. What was Paul’s decision with re- 
spect to his message? 

10. What technique did Paul repudi- 
ate in his ministry? 

(Answers on page 132) 
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tions, and who, while filled with a sense 
of their own inadequacy, are willing to 
trust their message to the effective work- 
ing of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:1-5). 
These are the men who turn the “world 
upside down”; these are the men of the 
beautiful feet! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The meaning of the Gospel (Rom. 10: 
8-10) 

2. The extent of the Gospel (vs. 11-13) 

3. The method of the Gospel (vs. 14, 15) 

4. The bearer of the Gospel (1 Cor. 2: 
1-5) 

Topics for Development 

Romans Ten and Nine. This wonder- 
ful verse has been wrongly used at 
times. On the one hand, the full sig- 
nificance of believing ,that God raised 
up Christ from the dead has not always 
been brought out, and a mere historical 
belief in the Resurrection has been ac- 
cepted in the place of a deep realiza- 
tion that “Jesus Christ is Lord.” On the 
other hand, the part about confessing 
with the mouth has too often been used 
to urge a public declaration of a half- 
formed, much confused faith. Now I 
know that Jesus had a good deal to say 
about confessing Him before men (Luke 
12:8), but in this passage public pro- 
fession is not in view at all. The em- 
phasis is on an acknowledgment that 
Jesus is Lord. I may be alone in my 
room, with none to hear but the Lord 
Himself, but my awakening to the real- 
ization that God has raised Him to the 
place of “Lord over all” so grips my 
heart that I cry, “Jesus, Lord, Thou art 
my Lord.” The mouth utters what the 
heart feels, and I am a saved man. It 
is an act of worship, an act of submis- 
sion, and an act of faith. I may his- 
torically believe that Jesus rose from 
the dead, but unless I accept the im- 
plicates of that and yield Him the place 
in my life that God has bestowed on 
Him in Heaven, I cannot say that I be- 
lieve on Him, nor have I a right to the 
word of assurance, “Thou shalt be 
saved.” Let us not strain out the content 
of this verse in order to promote a false 
“believism,” nor use it to force a public 
act which is not in view. Once a per- 
son takes the step indicated in this verse, 
there will be no doubt about the public 
profession, and it will be intelligent 
and real, 

First Corinthians 2:2. This does not 
mean that Paul had tried preaching 
something else, and found it a failure, 
so decided that in Corinth he would try 
this new tactic and see how it would 
work. Some say so, pointing to his 
“failure” in Athens. But Paul did not 
fail in Athens. The Athenians failed. 
Nor was Paul’s address on Mars’ Hill 
a departure from this great central 
theme, He approached his theme from 
the special need of his hearers—that is 
all. But this statement which Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians two years after 
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his visit to their city did indicate that 
other topics besides “Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified” were presented to his 
mind. These he examined, comparing 
them with his message, and found them 
all deficient, not only unworthy to be 
substituted for his own wonderful Gos- 
pel, but unworthy even to be introduced 
along with it. The more he thought of 
other “gospels,” the more he determined 
on no substitutes, no additions, no sub- 
tractions. Let us be men of one mes- 
sage—the testimony of God. 


Practical Applications 

Believing that does not go from the 
head to the heart is not believing unto 
salvation. 

When believing reaches the heart, it 
will rebound to the lips. 

The object of faith is Christ; the sum 
of faith is, “Christ is Lord.” 

A beauty exercise for the feet—carry 
the Good News. 

The Gospel is not an instrument for 
displaying human oratory and debate, 
but for demonstrating the power of God. 

“Jesus Christ, and him crucified”— 
that, all that, and nothing but that, be 
our message! 


Golden Text 


Rom: 1:16.—‘*For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth .. .” Who would be ashamed 
of that which carries the greatest power 
(the power of God) for the greatest good 
(salvation) to the greatest number 
(every one that believeth)? 


ELMuurstT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGccEsTeD HyMNS 


“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thée, Lord, that the Gospel is 
for everyone, and that all who believe 
receive its blessings. We thank Thee 
that its saving message has come to us, 
and we pray that Thy Church may press 
forward with much more vigor to give 
the Gospel to all who have not heard it. 
Forgive us that we are so little con- 
cerned about those who have not the 
Gospel. Open our eyes to their need 
and to our duty to meet that need. Call 
from this Sunday school such as Thou 
wouldst have to be missionaries. Re- 
move our selfish preoccupation with our 
undertakings and ambitions and lead us 
all to do what Thou wouldst have us do 
to spread the Gospel to every nation. 
Revive Thy Church in love to Thee and 
concern for souls. Open doors now 
closed to the Gospel and provide the 
workers and the support they need that 
no open door may be unentered. Hear 
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the cries of the sick and all troubled 
folk. Give peace in our time, and may 
the reign of the Lord Jesus soon come. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today’s lesson holds 
four questions that press the need of 
getting the Gospel to all people. Yet, 
though the Gospel is for all, and has 
been in the world for nearly two thou- 
sand years, millions now living have 
never heard it. This is because we are 
not ready to sacrifice time, money, am- 





MY PRAYER 


more CONCERN FOR Sccis 


bition, or pleasure and give first place 
to getting the Gospel to every creature. 

In a Christian school for boys in Paki- 
stan there was much excitement when 
money came from America to provide 
a grand Christmas dinner for everyone 
in the school. As details of the sumptu- 
ous menu leaked out, excitement 
mounted. This was to be a feast. the 
like of which they had never known. 
Amid the excitement the principal was 
surprised when one boy asked permis- 











Ready For Your Sid 


TIDWELL BIBLE LR@y '2> 


sion to go to his village for Christmas. 
He had no family of his own, but wished 
to give his village people the Gospel 
story and teach them Christmas hymns 
he had learned. “If I don’t go,” he said, 
“they will have no Christmas at all.” 
“If you go,” said the principal, “you will 
miss the Christmas dinner.” “I know,” 
said the boy, “and I am ashamed to 
admit that for a while it made me want 
to stay. But Jesus seemed to say to me, 
‘Do you love Me, or do you love your 
dinner more?’ So, I will be going, if I 
may, please.” 

He went and came back to report a 
wonderful reception and many non- 
Christians interested and attentive. “Did 
you have any dinner anywhere?” asked 
the principal. “No,” he replied, “I never 
thought about it. Everyone was so 
happy I had come, and I was the hap- 
piest person there.” 

If that boy’s spirit possessed every 
Christian, soon all men everywhere 
would know the Gospel. Let us pray 
to love the Lord enough to set our own 
plans and pleasures aside that we might 
make Him known where people have 
never heard of Him. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


Poy 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and .. , heart” (Rom. 10:8).— 
The Apostle Paul personifies “the right- 
eousness which is of faith,” and causes 
it to speak, saying: “The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart: that is, the word of faith, which 
we preach; that if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.” 

In all likelihood, the apostle had in 
mind the message of “the righteousness 
which is of the law,” which Moses told 
Israel was near them, even in their 
mouth and heart, “that thou mayest do 
it” (Deut. 30:14; Lev. 18:5). 

When the Law speaks, it says, “Do 
and live!” When Faith speaks, its mes- 
sage is, “Confess Jesus as Lord, believe 
in your heart that God hath raised Him 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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from the dead, and thou shalt be saved!” 

What a message! It certainly is worthy 
of all to be heard and believed. 

A workman had trouble with his eyes. 
He visited a doctor who said, “There 
are two cataracts forming over your 
eyes, and your only hope of recovery 
is to go to a specialist. Go at once to 
Dr. ——; and take plenty of money with 
you, for his fee will be heavy.” He went 
to see the specialist, who, after exam- 
ination, said, “I am not sure that you 
can pay the fee. I never accept less 
than $500.” “Then I must go blind, and 
remain so, for I only have $100,” said 
the man. 

The great doctor replied, “You cannot 
come up to my terms, and I cannot come 
down to yours, but there is another way 
open to us—I can perform the operation 
gratis, and that is what I am willing 
to do.” 

Fallen man cannot meet the demands 
of God’s holy Law; and God cannot, we 
say reverently, set aside the Law and 
accept the best that man can do. But 
there was another way provided by His 
grace. God’s beloved Son could come 
and die for our sins and rise again for 
our justification; and God could, and 
would, save all who personally believe 
the record and acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as Lord! 

“And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent ,.. ?” (Rom. 10:15.)—The 
four “hows” of verses 14 and 15 demand 
proper answers. Let us consider them 
in reverse order. “How shall they 
preach, except they be sent?” Education 
is proper in its place; but certainly the 
apostle is not thinking of the equipment 
anf commissions furnished by schools 
of divinity, for that would have ex- 
cluded the original Twelve—and many 
since, even such faithful preachers as 
C. H. Spurgeon and D. L. Moody. 

He is thinking of men who have re- 
sponded to the divine commission, “Go 
thou and preach the kingdom of God” 
(Luke 9:60). Unless a man has been 
sent of the Lord, he is not a preacher 
at all, according to the divine standard. 
There were prophets in Old Testament 
times concerning whom the Lord said, 
“T have not sent these prophets, yet they 
ran: I have not spoken to them, yet 
they prophesied” (Jer, 23:21). 

The Apostle Peter referring to these 
men said, “But there were false prophets 
also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you .. .” 
(2 Pet. 2:1). They are capable of de- 
livering eloquent, inspiring, ear-tickling 
discourses, but they do not preach “the 
word of faith,” “the gospel of peace,” 
“glad tidings of good things,” as men- 
tioned in our lesson. 

“ .. how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” (Rom. 10:14.)—Almost any 
day one can see a group of men on one 
of the piers at Long Beach, Calif., dis- 
cussing various subjects. One day 
Brother and I stood on the outskirts of 
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such a crowd. We saw in the midst 
a young man with an open Bible in his 
hand. Just as we stopped to listen, he 
said, “God never intended that there 
should be a set of men called preachers; 
they are just a bunch of lazybones any- 
way; and the sooner they don overalls 
and jumpers and apply themselves to 
the useful arts and sciences, the better 
it is going to be for all concerned!” 

My brother, who is not a preacher, 
dug his thin elbow into my ribs, and 
said, “Take that!” I asked the young 
man if he would please read Romans 
10:14. He obliged; and when he read, 
“|. how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” he flushed red, and was man 
enough to confess: “I was a bit hasty 
in my remarks about preachers. God 
does intend there should be preachers. 
And they are not all lazybones; for you 
can find hard-working men among them 
as among other classes of people!” 

Persons can be saved in various cir- 
cumstances and places; but the normal 
order is, they hear the life-giving mes- 
sage from preachers, 

“. . . how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard?” (Rom. 
10:14.)—If preachers expatiate on edu- 
cation, reformation, evolution, and the 
like, their hearers do not hear about the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour; and con- 
sequently do not believe on Him. One 
aged man told me he had listened to 
scores of preachers preach hundreds of 
sermons, but never had he heard that 
salvation was by grace, through faith, 
without works. Naturally, he was not a 
believer. Coupled with the marvelous 
privilege of being a preacher is the tre- 
mendous responsibility of presenting the 
Saviour in such a way that the hearers 
will know it is their responsibility to 
“believe in him” or suffer the conse- 
quences. 

“How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed?” (Rom. 
10:14.)—“To call upon the name of the 
Lord is, of course, to invoke His name 
in faith. His name speaks of what He 
is. He who calls upon the name of the 
Lord puts His trust in Him, as it is writ- 
ten, ‘The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower, and the righteous runneth into 
it and is safe’” (Dr. H. A, Ironside). 

“And my ... preaching was not with 
enticing words . (1 Cor. 2:4).— 
Spurgeon once said, “The pastor who 
would be a blessing must preach the 
Gospel, and preach it with adverbs 
in his mind—earnestly, interestingly, 
clearly, fully. Preach it Scripturally as 
Christ did, simply as Paul did, earnestly 
as Peter did, lovingly as John did, and 
practically by a consistent life as the 
Thessalonians did (1 Thess, 1:7-10).” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
Me . 
Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, mark this down as some- 

thing never to forget: The Lord 
Jesus Christ never gave His servants 
something to do but He provided the 
means and the power to accomplish it. 
And another thing: Whatever task He 
assigns will be one in which you will 
get the greatest satisfaction. It may 
seem hard and difficult at first, but as 
you go into it, step by step, with faith 
in your Master, the obstacles will grow 
less and less and the signs of victory 
clearer and clearer. And yet another 
thing: You are already equipped with 
all the paraphernalia necessary to use 
in the job He has for you and will 
clearly make known to you if you are 
seeking to know. 

This leads up to the subject of our 
lesson: “The Church Proclaims the 
Gospel.” You are “the Church” if you 
are a professing Christian, and your 
chief duty and privilege is to tell the 
story of redemption—how salvation is 
made possible to sinners by the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross 
of Calvary. And here is still another 
very interesting thing: There is planted 
deep in your nature—your Creator put 
it there—a strong urge to tell something. 
You enjoy telling news, especially to 
those who have not heard it. It gives 
you a thrill to see the look of interest 
and surprise on the faces of those who 
are hearing from your lips something 
they did not know, or maybe did not 
appreciate before. 

Traveling through the country one 
day, I discovered I was on the wrong 
road. I saw a man plowing in a field, 
making a furrow toward the other side. 
I cupped my hands to my mouth and 
shouted, “Hello, Mister!” He stopped 
his horse, turned round, and I asked him 
if this road led to Charlotte. He wrap- 
ped the plowline around the handle of the 
plow and trudged all the way back to 
the fence so he could make me under- 
stand. “No,” he said, “you got off the 
Charlotte road a couple of miles back; 
but if you will drive right on about 
a mile you will come to a schoolhouse 
where this road forks. Turn sharply 
to the right, and it will lead you back 
into your Charlotte highway.” 

Now wasn’t that kind? He was un- 
der no obligation to me; he had never 
seen me before. He had his work to do, 
plowing that field. I could be of no 
help to him; but there was something 
down under his brawny chest that gave 
him a real satisfaction in telling me the 
right way. God put it there. 

One day in Fort Smith, Ark., I in- 
quired of an Italian fruit vendor, “Where 
is the post office?” His fruit stand was 
in the middle of the block, but he left 
it unattended and walked with me to 
the next corner so he could plainly 
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point out the post office on an inter- 
secting street. He could point with his 
hand better than he could talk English. 

Why is it that people are always so 
ready to tell you the way? I have never 
seen it fail. Ask a group of people, and 
invariably two or three will respond at 
the same time. 

I am convinced that the Lord planted 
the urge there for a purpose: that you 
might harness it to a proclamation of 
the Gospel. That is undoubtedly what 
He most wants told. That is what He 
died on Calvary for. That is what you 
are saved for. And you do not have 
to do this alone and in your own weak- 
ness. You couldn’t. All the power is 
His. And He goes along with you. Turn 
to Matthew 28:18-20 and hear Him say- 
ing to His disciples, and through them 
to His Church (which is you), “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations . . . and,.lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.” 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


SUNDAY SCHOOL superintendent 

once asked, “What is a false doc- 
trine?” A boy raised his hand eagerly 
and answered, “False doctoring is when 
a doctor gives the wrong stuff to sick 
folks.” Though he misunderstood the 
question, his answer was correct, for 
false doctrine is giving the wrong medi- 
cine to those who are sick with the 
disease of sin. There is but one remedy 
for that disease, and it is found in the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Some 
false doctrines say, “There is no such 
thing as sin,” but that does sinners no 
good. You can tell a dying man that 
there is nothing wrong with him, but 
that won’t keep him from dying. Other 
false doctrines say, “Do this,” or “Do 
that, and you'll be all right.” But noth- 
ing a sinner can do will save his soul. 
The only thing that can save is what 
the Lord Jesus Christ has already done. 
What is today’s Golden Text? (“I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that helieveth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek.”—Rom. 
1:16.) 

Who wrote these words by inspira- 
tion? (The Apostle Paul.) Right. Paul 
preached to Jews almost as soon as he 
was converted, and he saw them trans- 
formed, as he had been himself, by the 
Gospel. Later when he preached to the 
Greeks, or Gentiles, those among them 
who believed were also changed. So 
Paul knew beyond the shadow of a 
doubt that the Gospel “is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” 

Did you girls ever stop to think what 
would have happened if Paul had been 
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ashamed of the Gospel? Paul was a 
well-educated man who had great in- 
fluence in his own nation. Suppose that 
after his conversion on the Damascus 
road, he had said: “Lord, I do believe 
in Thee, but I dare not say much about 
it. Some of my friends might laugh at 
me, others I know would be very angry. 
In any case to talk about Thee would 
lessen my popularity and might even 
injure my position. I believe in Thee 
and want to get to Heaven some day, 
but I’ll let the other apostles do the 
preaching.” What would have happened 
if Paul had been this sort of Christian? 
Well, more than half the Book of Acts 
would not have been written, and most 
of the Epistles would be missing. The 
Gospel never would have spread so rap- 
idly. After Paul had been in Ephesus 
less than three years, we read that every- 
one in the whole province of Asia Minor 
had “heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 19:10). If 
Paul had not spread the Gospel so faith- 
fully it might not have reached us! And 
then Paul himself could never have 
written at the close of his life, “I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day” (2 Tim. 4:8, 9). 

Oh, —= am so glad that Paul was 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ! 
He did not do any of the “false doctor- 
ing” which so many religious leaders 
have done. Neither did he keep still 
about the Gospel, as so many professing 
Christians do. In all Paul’s epistles the 


Gospel is the great theme. Think of 
the Epistle to the Romans. Rome was 
the capital of the world. If Paul had 


written a letter to some prominent per- 
son in Rome, telling some of his inter- 
esting adventures and describing the 
various countries in which he had trav- 
eled and the curious people and things 
he had seen, he would have received 
both money and fame. Paul had traveled 
more, and had more adventures than 
most men of his day, and he was quite 
clever enough to write a book that would 
have been a “best seller.” But Paul 
did not choose to do that. Instead, he 
chose to write a letter under the in- 
Spiration of the Holy Spirit, the theme 
of which is the Gospel. “All have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23). “The wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 
6: 23). 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Wherever 
Paul went, his theme was Christ and 
Him crucified, whether he was preach- 
ing or writing. Paul gave the Gospel 
on every opportunity whether he was 
addressing the highest people in the 
land or merely talking to a fellow pris- 
oner. If we only had more people today 
like the Apostle Paul, I believe we would 
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see a tremendous revival in the next 
few years. 

Turn to Romans 10:8-11 and let us 
read it together. Here is another sec- 
tion of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. 
Countless people have been saved 
through these few verses. I would like 
to have someone in the class volunteer 
to tell us briefly the Gospel message, as 
if we had never heard it before. (There 
are only two places to go when you die, 
Heaven and hell. Heaven is a happy 
place. Hell is a terrible place. We are 
all sinners. That means we have done 
bad things and so we deserve to go to 
hell. But God loves us and sent His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to die on 
the cross for our sins. God raised Him 
from the dead. If you believe in your 
heart that Christ died for your sins and 
rose again, then say so, and you will 
be saved.) That was well done. How 
did you get your talk so well organized 
without any preparation? (In Pioneer 
Girls we have to learn to tell the Gospel 
to someone else.) That’s fine. Aren’t 
you glad you are a Pioneer Girl? 

Now read Romans 8:12-18. Some of 
our neighbors have not yet heard the 
Gospel, and neither have many of our 
fellow students. What can we do for 
them? (Invite them to Sunday school 
and other services.) Good, but not 
enough, for they may not be willing to 
come. Every Christian should learn how 
to tell the Gospel to someone else. 
Others who have not heard the Gospel 
are far away in heathen lands. What 
are we going to do for them? (Give 
money so more missionaries can go and 
tell them. Pray for them. Maybe we 
can be missionaries ourselves some day.) 
Right. If the Lord doesn’t come before, 
I hope some of you in this class will 
be foreign missionaries. I hope every 
one of you wil] be a witness for Christ 
wherever you are. However, the best 
possible training for future service is to 
begin to tell the Gospel now. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Good News for Everyone 

(Acts 2:14, 22-24, 37-41) 
OHN was very much puzzled. He had 
not been to Sunday school until he 
moved to Aurora, where Ken, his neigh- 
bor down the street, had taken him to 
his Sunday school class and to church, 
“Ken,” he said in a low voice as the 
boys filed out to the playground for 
Monday morning recess, “I've got some 
questions to ask you. You know, yes- 
terday the minister came into our Sun- 
day school class and talked about join- 
ing the church and being baptized. And 
then upstairs in church, what about 
those dishes on the table at the front? 
You and I and some other folks did 
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not have any of the refreshments. Why 
not?” If you were Ken, how would you 
explain to John? First about baptism. 
We will put on the blackboard what it 
pictures, and then who should be bap- 
tized. Now what the bread and the 
grape juice picture. Who should take 
them? 

Because John is new to Sunday school, 
he needs to know more about the Lord 
Jesus. So Iam going to explain to John, 
and to you, some of the things we all 
need to know. (Use pictures or figures 
on the flannel board to illustrate the fol- 
lowing.) Long ago a good man lived 
on earth. He told people about God, 
and with the power of God He made 
sick people well, and even brought back 
to life some who had died. Everyone 
knew He was somebody special, but only 
His closest friends knew that He was 
the pure and holy Son of God. One 
night some wicked men, who wanted 
to get rid of this good man, surrounded 
Him and took Him. Next morning He 
was nailed to a cross and killed. (Use 
a flannel cross on the board.) Where 
was God that with His mighty power He 
did not keep His Son safe? Listen to 
this: It was part of God’s plan for His 
Son to be killed that way. He knew 
all about it long before it happened. 
Why? 

Well, you see, God knew that John 
would disobey his mother and run away 
from home one day. Oh, there are a 
whole bag full of sins in John’s life! 
(Empty a small black bag of construc- 
tion paper cut double and sealed around 
the edges with sticky tape. Within have 
strips of dark paper with the words: 
disobedience, running away, lying, 
swearing, rudeness, stealing, hurting 
others, selfishness, pride, temper.) No, 
John isn’t any worse than you boys! 
You have done most of these things, too, 
haven’t you? (Give childhood illustra- 
tions.) You could fill a black bag of 
your own! 

Punishment for just one of these sins, 
to say nothing of them all, would keep 
John out of Heaven and away from God. 
But God’s love was so big—so big we 
cannot understand it! He placed all 
John’s sins on His perfect, good Son 
and let Him be punished that day on 
the cross, in John’s place. (Lay the 
sins on the cross.) My sins and yours 
were placed there, too, every one. The 
dead body, which had had all the sins 
put on it, was placed in the grave out 
of sight. Then three days later God 
made His wonderful, perfect Son come 
to life again. 

John is very sad as he sees that it 
was his sins that made the Lord Jesus 
die. But here is good news! John goes 
free! All his sins are forgiven. The 
Lord Jesus bore them on the cross for 
him, and he is able to be a new boy 
with the Holy Spirit in his heart. Then 
John is ready to be baptized to show 
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his sins are forgiven and he is a new 
person. 

Would you like to hear how Peter 
told the men in his day the good news 
that their sins could be forgiven? (Read 
the assigned lesson verses.) How many 
believed and were baptized? How many 
in this class have believed for the first 
time today? 

Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15, Memory Verse). 

Give out the readings on a circle to 
represent the world (Mark 16:15; Acts 
2: 14-41; Rom. 10:8-15; 1 Cor. 1:18-25; 2: 
1-5; Col. 1:24-29). Let the children 
write on the back the names of places 
where your church supports mission 
work, 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ILLIAM CAREY had stolen some 

money! Oh, how terrible he felt! 
William worked for a shoemaker, and 
while he was learning the trade, he 
did not have very much money. So he 
stole twenty-five cents from the man 
he worked for. Then, when the man 
found out about it, he flew into a rage. 
And William did what many boys do 
(and girls, too), he lied and said he had 
not taken it. 

William felt awful. He was unhappy. 
He was ashamed. But William lived 
with another young man who was also 
learning to be a shoemaker. His friend’s 
name was John. There was something 
different about John. He was a Chris- 
tian. He had received the Lord Jesus 
as his Saviour. William told John, “It’s 
no use; I stole the money. Then I lied. 
I’m no good for anything. I have tried 
to stop lying and doing these things, 
but I can’t.” 

But John knew that the Saviour of 
the world could keep William from do- 
ing these sins. He showed him how the 
Lord Jesus had died on the cross for 
William’s sins. After some time both 
young men knelt down by the bed in 
their attic room and William received 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
Oh, how happy he was then! 

Later, when William Carey had 
learned a great deal about being a shoe- 
maker, he opened his own shop. Then, 
when he was not busy mending shoes, 
he studied the Bible. He wanted to 
learn to serve the Lord Jesus. One day 
a man came into his shop and brought 
him some books which told about other 
countries. Night after night William 
Carey studied them. Mr. Carey’s heart 
began to ache for the many people in 
other lands who knew nothing about the 
Lord Jesus.; He thought and prayed 
about them continually—even while he 
was busy mending shoes. 

One day in a ministers’ meeting, Mr. 
Carey stood up and asked, “Isn't it our 
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duty to take the news of salvation to 
the people who know nothing of Christ?” 

The ministers had never heard of such 
a thing. It seemed foolish to them, and 
they answered: “Sit down, young man, 
sit down. When God chooses to convert 
these people, He will do it without your 
help or mine.” But that did not sound 
right to Mr. Carey. Didn’t the Bible 
say, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature”? 
(Mark 16:15.) 

God was calling him, and by then Mr. 
Carey knew that he was to go to India 
as a missionary. Over and over again 
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Cruising in Alaska’s 
Inland Waterways 





Visit the Mission Founded 
by Pioneer Sheldon Jackson 


Protestant mission work began in 
Alaska, under the American flag, in 
1877, with two Presbyterian mission- 
aries, Dr. Sheldon Jackson and Mrs. 
Amanda McFarland. Their assign- 
ment embraced the gigantic area of 
586,400 square miles. From this small 
beginning, the Church has grown 
until today there are Protestant 
churches, missions, and schools serv- 
ing every community. of 100 or more 
persons. The population of Alaska 
today exceeds 130,000. 


For better acquaintance with the 
great North Country, as well as for 
the enjoyment of its readers, the Sun- 
day School Times established Chris- 
tian Fellowship cruises to Alaska 21 
years ago. The trips have been 
wonderfully successful, bringing to- 


gether, as they have, groups of fine 


people each summer, who have been 
greatly pleased with both the good 
fellowship and the grandeur of the 
voyage. And there have been untold 
benefits resulting from the visits paid 
to pioneer churches in our Land of 
Midnight Sun and Northern Lights. 


Our 1955 Alaskan vacation party 
is now being assembled. If inter- 
ested, you are invited to write for 
the free illustrated folder on “‘Alaska,” 
which tells all about the cruise. It is 
an incomparable trip, the very best 
summer vacation available. 


Without any known exception, 
“everyone who has traveled on a 
Christian Fellowship cruise has been 
more than satisfied. Hundreds of 
letters sav ‘‘the perfect vacation; the 
trip far exceeded our anticipations.” 


For an uplifting travel experience, 
for an educational adventure, and, 
most of all, for memorable Christian 
fellowship during your entire vaca- 
tion, you are most cordially invited to 
join our 1955 party. Dates of the 
cruise are July 5 to 29. Please write 
for free folder ‘*Alaska” to Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President, 
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325 NW. 19th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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he must have read, “For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher?” (Rom. 10:13, 
14.) He had called on the name of the 
Lord and he had been saved. But what 
about the millions and millions and mil- 
lions of people who had never once 
heard His name? 

Finallly William Carey got aboard ship 
and headed for India. It was a long, 
long journey which lasted one week, 
two weeks, three, four weeks, two 
months, three months, four months, five 
long, dreary months. But finally the 
boat reached India. First William Carey 
had to learn the language that the peo- 
ple spoke. Then, because they had no 
Bibies, he started writing the Bible into 
their language. Then the Bibles had to 
be printed. Day after day, year after 
year, Carey kept right on translating 
and printing the Bible. He worked on 
and on until, after thirty long years, 
he had translated the Bible, or parts of 
it, into about forty different languages! 

William Carey, the shoemaker, was 
used by God to help give the good news 
of the Lord Jesus to many millions of 
people. He was willing to have God use 
him, even though it cost him a great 
deal. But never, never, never could he 
truly have served the Lord God if it 
had not been that first of all he had 
received the Son of God as his Saviour 
from sin. Nor could anyone else! 

Today, then, if you have never been 
born into God’s family by receiving the 
Lord Jesus as your Saviour, you should 
do that at once. Or, if you have done 
that, perhaps you want to be a mission- 
ary, too. You can be. And you need 
not wait until you are grown up to be 
a missionary. In fact, many of the best 
missionaries are boys and girls who tell 
their friends and their families about 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And they ex- 
plain to them how they, too, can belong 


to God’s family. If you will ask the. 


Lord God to use you as a missionary 
this week, and if you will take the op- 
portunities He gives you to tell others 
about His Son, you will certainly be a 
missionary! 





Adapted from Missionary Flash Card Les- 
sons, by Ruth P. Overholtzer. (International 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc., P.O. Box 
616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.30.) 

LANCASTER, PA, 
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Only become givers, and it is immate- 
rial whether you have five loaves or 
five hundred; the larger number would 
no more suffice, apart from divine and 
multiplying power, than the smaller; but 
with that power, the smaller number 
will meet all the need, and leave abun- 
dance to spare.—Hudson Taylor. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
When Hope Was Born.—I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek (Rom. 1:16, Golden 
Text). Dr. P. W. Philpott tells of a night 
when, at the time of his pastorate in 
Moody Church, a young man came up 
to him and told what happened on the 
Sunday preceding. Said the young man, 
“My mother and I were sitting over in 
Lincoln Park. As we started to leave, 
my attention was caught by the electric 
sign bearing the words, ‘Moody Memorial 
Church.’ I told my mother I understood 
that this church had one of the largest 
and finest auditoriums in America and 
that I would like to go in and look at 
it. We came in. The evening service 
was on, and we were awed by the tremen- 
dous crowd. You preached that sermon 
on ‘Hope.’ As I sat there, you had no 
idea that I was a dope addict, bound by 
a chain I could not break, and getting 
more discouraged about myself all the 
time. Then, suddenly, you reached a 
point in your sermon where you said, 
‘Jesus Christ can put hope into a hope- 
less heart.’ Then and there I opened my 
heart to Christ. I took Him by faith as 
my Saviour. When I got outside, I 
stepped over to a drain on Clark Street 
and dropped my drugs and equipment 
down through the iron grating. As they 
fell out of sight, I knew that I was a 
new man in Christ. I have had a happy 
week of new life and hope.” Would you 
like to know what Dr. Philpott’s text 
was that night when hope was born in 
the breast of that young man? It was 
this: “Now the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost”! (Rom. 15:13.) 
—From the Free Methodist. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


No Word for Sinners.—The word ... 
which we preach (Rom. 10:8). Some 
years ago it was the custom in a certain 
theological college for the student who 
had preached in sermon class to go into 
the principal’s room next morning for 
a quiet talk about the sermon. On one 
such occasion the revered and saintly 
old principal said to the young man 
before him: “It was a good sermon you 
gave us yesterday; the truth you dealt 
with was well arranged and well pre- 
sented. But your sermon had one omis- 
sion, a grave one. There was no word 
in it for a poor sinner like me.”—From 
the Rev. A. E. J. Cosson, in the United 
Methodist Magazine, Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 
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Hearing in the Heart.——For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation (Rom. 10:10). A mis- 
sionary in Africa, translating the Gospel 
of John into Songhai, couldn’t find a 
word to express “believe.” He took his 
problem to a native Christian. The dark 
man thought a few minutes and then 
suggested, “Doesn’t it mean to ‘hear in 
my heart’?”—From Reader’s Digest. Sent 
by Miss Martha Martin, Elizabethtown, 
Pa. 


Going by the Book.—For the scripture 
saith (Rom. 10:11). Two men, the one 
a foreman, the other one of the carpen- 
ters under him, were standing on the 
deck of a steamship then on the stocks 
in one of the shipbuilding yards on the 
Clyde. “Well, S—,” said the foreman, 
“I have been anxious to have a conver- 
sation with you. I’m told you are one 
of those people who say they know for 
certain they are saved. Is that true?” 
“Yes,” said S—, “quite true; thank God, 
I know I'm saved; in fact, there’s nothing 
I’m more sure of.” Said the foreman, 
“That is something I can’t see through. 
I think it is rather presumptuous for 
anyone to say so...” Well,” said S—, 
“I’m not at all surprised at you; but 
there’s a reality in being saved, and in 
knowing it. What is the breadth of this 
waterway?” The foreman, astonished 
at the change in the conversation, said, 
“Why, fourteen inches all round; but 
what makes you ask that, when you 


know?” “Are you quite sure it is to be 
fourteen inches?” “Certainly.” “But 
what makes you so sure?” “Why, I’m 


going by the book,” and as the foreman 
said that, he pulled a book out of his 
pocket. There, marked, were the sizes 
and position of the various things on the 
deck. “I’m sure it is fourteen inches, 
for it is here in the book, and I got the 
book from headquarters.” “Oh, I see!” 
said S—. “Now look here—that is ex- 
actly how I know I am saved. I’m just 
going by the Book. It came from head- 
quarters—it is God’s Word. I found in 
here that I was a lost, condemned sinner, 
but I also found that ‘God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.’ I took God at His word, and I’m 
Saved; and you, too, may be saved if you 
will.”"—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


No Light in His Lamp.—How then 
shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without 
a preacher? (Rom. 10:14.) A gateman 
saw a motorcar approaching a railway 
crossing one dark night. He quickly 
caught his lamp, and, rushing out, swung 
the lamp. The motorist came on, and 
was killed by an oncoming train. The 
;€ateman was charged by the law, and 
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taken to court. He was asked, “Did you, 
or did you not, swing the lamp to that 
motorist?” The gateman with trembling 
lips replied, “Sir, before God, I declare 
I did swing the lamp.” He was dis- 
charged. The gateman’s best friend said 
to him afterwards, “George, why, when 
you know you did swing your lamp, did 
you Shake so when giving evidence?” 
George answered, “I did swing my lamp, 
but, oh, God forgive me, there was no 
light in it.” So today in many pulpits, 
there is no light in the message.—From 
a tract. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Tyndale’s Sacrifice—How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things! (Rom. 10:15.) Four hundred and 
twenty-five years ago it was a crime to 


-own a Bible in English. The ban was 


broken by a few courageous men of God 
whose eyes were open to the need of the 
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range, long-play recordings of great and 
| familiar sacred music. Soul satisfying in 
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INVESTING YOUR MONEY 
IN TIMES LIKE THESE 


to bring you a safe, generous, assured lifetime income 


A free booklet tells you how, under a remarkable 
time-tested Annuity Plan, you can obtain a safe, 
generous, lifelong income that never changes, never 
fails through good times or bad—while at the same 
time your money helps in the vital work of distrib- 
uting the Bible throughout the world. For full de- 
tails, write THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Dept. SS-912, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
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Here Are Practical Aids to Teach It! 








OFFERING ENVELOPE 
No. 8. Printed with a 
space to keep a complete 
record for one year. Made 
of finest grade Red Rope 
with strong string fast- 
ener. Size 3% x6 inches. 

Per dozen 90¢ 


INLAY DIME COLLECTOR 


Effective for special offer- 
ings. Supplied in blank 
so that you may print 
or use rubber stamp for 

















FREE 


Valuable Aids, church or school. 4 sizes. 

Supplies and Price per 100. 

—— No. 10D 10 dimes $2.50 

Church and No°.20D 20dimes 3.50 4 
Sunday Schoo! No. 30D 30dimes 4.50 SIZES 
write Topay No.60D 60dimes 5.50 


Order from your dealer today or direct 
Mee A A ROES 10S. Wabash Ave., Dept. 16, Chicago 3,1. 









GEM BANK No. 4 (right) 
Popular and attractive 
globe bank with beauti- 
ful plastic base and top 
fastened by bolt and nut. 
Use for birthday, missionary and spe- 
cial offerings. Size 34% x 3% inches. 

. Each, only $1.60 


CHURCH BANK No. 6 

Durable semi-vitreous china, in shape 
of church with window and steeple 
(not illustrated). A beautiful bank. 
Size 6% x3%x6% in. Each, only $2.50 


IDEAL COIN BANK No. 9 
Metal top and bottom. For 
all types of offerings. 1% in. 
diameter, 2% in. high. 

Each 7¢. Per 100 $6.50 
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EVERY DAY CARDS | 
EXTRA MONEY for yourself or organization | 

| showing delightful All Occasion greeting card as- 
sortments. Extensive line features lovely Scripture- | 

| text cards and stationery. Write at once for 
samples on approval. | 
I ROBINSON CARDS Dept.824 Clinton, Mass. | 


Visual Aids by 
Expert Teachers 


Character, Health and 
Safety Education, Second 
Grade through H. S. 
Excellent for V B S. Low 
Cost. Write for Catalog. 


“Ceiling Untimited”’ 
A popular, fascinating roll about flying. 
“Dollars and Sense”’ 
Positive approach to good habits, Grades 2-8. 
“He Ran a Race”’ 
Written by ateacher, authenticated by acoach 
“A Tower of Strength”’ 
Health rules by analogies, Grades 2-8. 
Approx. 50 frames— 20 Min. Only $2.25 each. 
Order Toda 


NAT'L WCTU ies, us. 

















SHADOW of DEATH 
by Tom Watson, Jr. 
“To give light to them that sit in 


darkness and in the shadow of 
death...”’ Luke 1:79 











Syngman Rhee spoke earnestly. “This radio 
station,” he said, “is needed not only for the 
preaching of the Gospel in Korea but also to 
fight Communism throughout the Orient!’’ 


The outspoken gld patriot knows the value 
of the Gospel ‘ites Christ as an antidote to 
godless Communism. He sees clearly the vision 
we have seen - that of beaming God’s message 
via a powerful longwave radio signal into the 
very heart of Red China and Manchuria. His 
personal endorsement enabled us to get from 
the Korean Government permission to place a 
20,000 watt transmitter near Seoul to penetrate 
the “Bamboo Curtain” with the message of 
light for “them that sit in darkness.” Your 


help is urgently needed NOW. 


We want to send you free of charge a use- 
ful map explaining this great open door. 


Write to: 
The Evangelical Alliance Mission 


Dept. SS 22 
2839 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Ilinois 











Pardner! I need your help to corral 60,000,000 Buffalo! 
All for God and Indian souls. 
You, too, may have a Buffalo share in Indian missions. 


Write for information about “Operation Buffalo” and 
American Indian Mission, Inc., Rev. R. L. Gowan, 


irector, Custer, South Dakota. “Join the Buffalo nickel 


round-up.” 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


people for a Bible they could read. One 
of the greatest of this little company of 
heroes was William Tyndale. Because 
he vowed, “Every plowboy should know 
the Scriptures,” he was forced to leave 
his native England never to return. 
Working in Europe he labored long years 
to translate the Bible into English. He 
printed the first English New Testa- 
ment in 1525 and with the help of friends 
smuggled thousands of copies into Eng- 
land. Finally he was arrested and held 
in solitary confinement in a cold, dark 
jail in Vilvorde, Belgium. Then he was 
choked and burned at the stake. Wil- 
liam Tyndale gave his life to give us 
our Bible. His last words were, “O Lord, 
open Thou the King of England’s eyes.” 
—From a tract, “Tyndale Gave His Life,” 
by the American Bible Society. Sent by 
J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Why He Trembled.—I was with you 
in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling (1 Cor. 2:3). A visitor from 
America, at a prayer meeting in Pyeng 
Yang, Korea, heard a young native, 
twenty years old, offer prayer. As he 
prayed, his voice trembled and his breast 
heaved with unutterable emotion. The 
visitor whispered to a missionary, “What 
in the world can this man be praying 
about that agitates him so much?” “He 
is praying that the salvation which has 
come to the Korean people may be car- 
ried to the other nations of Asia,” the 
answer came.—From an old quarterly. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


ye 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 124) 

1. He had not yet been to Rome. 

2. He had spent a year and a half 
there (Acts 18:11). 

3. Romans is largely. doctrinal, while 
1 Corinthians is mostly given up to ques- 
tions of behavior. 

4. Moses (Deut. 30:11-14). 

5. “Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 
Cor. 2:2). 

6. “Jesus Christ is Lord’ (Rom. 10;9; 
Phil, 2:11). 

7. This phrase signifies an act of wor- 
ship, calling upon Him as God (1 Cor. 
1:2). 

8. Jesus (Rom. 10:9, 12, 13). 

9. No substitutes, no additions, no sub- 
tractions: only “Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.” 

10. The technique of flashy oratory 
and subtle argumentation (1 Cor, 2:1, 4). 


ELmuursT, ILL. 
we 


I have been driven many times to my 
knees by the overwhelming conviction 
that I had nowhere else to go. My own 
wisdom and that of all about me seemed 
insufficient for that day.—Abraham Lin- 
coln. 


February 12, 1955 


How To Identify the Apostasy 
(Continued from page 122) 


divinity of man, faith in oneself, the 

deifying of one’s own spirit. It is the 

most imposing attempt to escape the 

consequences of sin without laying 

aside the sin itself, the final outcome 

of “progress,” the sum total and com- 

pletion of all God-estranged civiliza- 

tion.2 

The apostasy, therefore, is to be iden- 
tified by its unique doctrine. Its doc- 
trine must be that man is God since this 
is the doctrine of Antichrist. The next 
article will show that the doctrine of 
the apostasy is the fundamental doctrine 
of Modernism. 

(To be continued) 





2“‘The Triumph of the Crucified” (p. 129), 
by Erich Sauer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) 


ve 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Honest Abe. By Harry Albus. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.) Abraham Lincoln’s biography 
in a short volume of eighty-three pages 
is here portrayed in story form for young 
readers. Thomas Lincoln and his wife 
Nancy lived in Elizabethtown, Ky., with 
their little daughter Sarah, when the 
story opens, but Thomas longed to be 
out in the country, so the family moved 
to a new location—Sinking Spring Farm, 
they called it—near Hodgenville, Ky. 
Here, in a log cabin, this God-fearing 
couple were given the desire of their 
hearts—a baby son, Abraham Lincoln. 
As Abe grew into boyhood and developed 
into manhood the story moves along, 
always with an interesting emphasis 
upon his religious experience and 
growth, for Mr. Albus, the author, feels 
that “somewhere in this area is the se- 
cret of Abe’s life.” Through sorrows 
and joys, through discouragements and 
victories, God’s hand was upon Abraham 
Lincoln. There is no other explanation 
for this remarkable life. Authentic 
Lincoln biographies have been carefully 
checked so that the historic background 
of the story is accurate. Secondary 
characters, of course, have had to be 
supplied, but in most cases verbatim 
quotations are used whenever Lincoln 
himself speaks in the story. The hearts 
of young people will be stirred and their 
lives influenced for good as they read 
this interesting life of America’s great 
emancipator. 
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Lesson for February 27 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 27 
1. The Beatitudes 
(Matt. 5:1-12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OUR familiar and choice portions of 


the Scripture have been chosen for 
a series of four topics on “Treasures 
from the New Testament.” The first 


portion is generally spoken of as “the 
Beatitudes,” because the verses describ- 
ing the principles that the Lord Jesus 
taught to His disciples at this time each 
begin with the word “Blessed.” 

Many of us, no doubt, learned these 
Beatitudes by heart in Sunday school, 
and those who are not Christians would 
recognize at least some of them as part 
of the Sermon on the Mount. But famil- 
iar as they are, few portions of Scrip- 
ture are more misunderstood. 


8 


Perhaps you have heard someone say, 
“The Sermon on the Mount is Gospel 
enough for me!” The truth is that the 
Sermon on the Mount is not the Gospel 
at all. It can never enable anyone to 
get to Heaven, for the Sermon on the 
Mount sets forth good precepts to be 
followed by those who are Christ’s 
through acceptance of Him as their per- 
sonal Saviour. The Gospel is the Good 
News that tells what Christ has done 
to make it possible for men to be saved, 
after which and only after which they 
are in any position to exemplify the 
Beatitudes or any of the principles set 
forth in the Sermon on the Mount. 


$e 


Now, notice what these particular prin- 
ciples are that we call “Beatitudes.” 
“Poor in spirit” (v. 3) is shown as the 
gateway or door to all that the Kingdom 
of Heaven has for a believer. It de- 
mands a recognition of the fact that we 
have no spiritual assets of our own and 
that we are dependent entirely upon 
God’s grace. Those who are depending 
upon their own sufficiency and strength 
cannot enjoy what the Kingdom of 
Heaven has to offer. It is for this reason 
that God sometimes has to deal with us 
to bring us to the end of ourselves so 
that we will be convinced that our 
strength is not enough, and that we 
must have His strength and enabling if 
we are to go on in the Christian life. 


The next principle (v. 4) may puzzle 
us at first. Are not Christians supposed 
to be happy and joyous? Why then 
this mourning? Perhaps you have been 
a member of a football squad where 
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there was one member who was con- 
vinced that he was always right. It 
is almost impossible for the coach to 
help such a player until he can be 
brought to see his own faults, and be 
ashamed and sorry for them. Likewise 
in the Christian life, when God can get 
us to the place where we are aware of 
our own mistakes and sinfulness and 
sorry for our failures, then He can help 
us. Perhaps a secondary meaning in this 
verse may include the promise of com- 
fort for those who are sorrowful for any 
other reason also, 


se 
The next principle (v. 5) is one that 
is not very popular for often it is asso- 
ciated with weakness. However, the 
Lord Jesus said of Himself, “I am meek 
and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:29). Cer- 
tainly He was neither weak nor cow- 
ardly. You will remember that on the 
Sea of Galilee, when all the others who 
were experienced fishermen were ter- 
rified, He alone faced the forces of nature 
calmly and unafraid. True meekness 
never permits us to boast or to assume 
an attitude that is not absolutely genuine 
and real. In our attitude toward God, 
it implies simple trust and utter depen- 
dence, and, toward our fellow men, a 
willingness to consider another better 
than ourselves. This principle is in 
direct contrast to the standards of the 
world. The world urges us to assert 
ourselves, to claim what is rightfully 
ours and to push ourselves ahead. The 
standards of the Kingdom of Heaven 
tell us that the way up must first be 
down. 
oe 
The principle of hunger and thirst 
found in verse 6 has to do with a sincere 
longing for righteousness, or Christlike- 
ness. It is not a righteousness of our 
own making but is a gift (Phil, 3:9). 
And if we really long to be more like 
the Lord Jesus we have the promise 
here that our desire will be fulfilled. 
se 
The principle of mercy, found in verse 
7, should warn us against unfeeling 
harshness in dealing with others. It is 
so easy to be severe and impatient with 
those who do not know the Lord Jesus 
and to forget that He was very loving 
and patient with each one of us. This 
does not mean we are to condone sin, 
but it does mean that we are to love the 
sinner and to do everything we can to 
bring him into a right relationship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


se 

If any of us have been hoping to win 
eternal life by living in accord with the 
Beatitudes, this next principle found in 
verse 8 should open our eyes. Which of 
us can lay claim to heart purity? The 
thought is that of singleness of purpose 
toward God, with nothing or no other 
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FOR SALE and for PERSONAL use 
With Bible Text. Birthday and All Occasions. 
Comforting, encouraging messages of cheer to the 
sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. Boxed Assortments 
and in Bulk. Good profit and prices reasonable. 
Write for Catalog List. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 

















“ . . IT have thought much 

about it and if I had to 

choose between training in" 
a Christian high school 

and training in a Christian 

college, I would unhesita- 

tingly choose the Christian 

high school training!” 





—so spoke a young minis- 
ter, recently, who knows 
first-hand the devastation 
of present-day non-Chris- 


tian high school environ- 
ments. 


For the best in Christian 
high school training— 


Ben Lippen School 


ASHEVILLE, WN. C. 


For picture catalog write: 
J. R. McQuilkin, Headmaster 





























What Does the Times Publish? 


Many readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would 
be of help to them in their teaching and in their daily Christian living. 


IN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 





we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items published by 
us and currently carried in stock. Most of these were originally published as 


articles in the Times and were reprinted in individual form because of the many requests received for them. Any of them 


may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted as long as the supply lasts. 


Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. Long out of print, but now re- 
published for this generation. 

The Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas said 
of it, “By far the best book available on the 
subject of holiness.” 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention,” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound 
in blue cloth, $1.50 each. : 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 


A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the Times. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 

Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1 each. 


_Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. By Philip 
E. Howard, LL.D. 


A short, intimate biography of the former 
Editor. It contains the entire message of “The 
Life That Wins,” which he wrote and which 
has had a world-wide ministry. Cloth bound, 
72 pages, 50 cents. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each, 


A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God’s Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 





All prices given include postage. 


PAMPHLETS 


Will the Church Pass Through the 
Great Tribulation? By C. I. Scofield, D.D, 


A reprint of a booklet written in 1917 by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield, the editor of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Paper bound, 40 pages, 10 
cents each; 50 cents for six; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


Delivered From Christian Science. By 
May Humphrey Pease. 

The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 

Over 900,000 have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages, 5 cents each; 35 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. 


This Earthly House. 

Grant Colfax Tullar set to music a poem 
by Miss Beth Coombe Harris and added a 
chorus. We have made reprints on durable 
linen-weave paper that are ideal for pasting 
in the front or back of your church or Sun- 
day school hymnals. 5 cents each; 35 cents a 
dozen; $1.50 per hundred. 


Perils of the Victorious Life. By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, 

The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 


page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. | 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true, 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D. 


Many are disturbed about the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Soon after 
its publication, THe Sunpay Scnoo. Times 
published two reviews of it. These met with 
such favor among our readers and others 
that they were reprinted. The reviews were 
written by two outstanding students of He- 
brew and Greek. Dr. Young, at the time, 
was professor of Semitic Languages, Litera- 
ture, and History at Shelton College, Ring- 
wood, N. J. (he is now dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary 
at Northwestern Schools, Minneapolis); Dr. 
Buswell is president of Shelton College, 
and professor of Philosophy and Theology. 
10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 
Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 

This is a 24-page pamphlet containing a 
reprint of General Harrison's articles that 
appeared in the Times under the following 
titles: 

1. The Experimental Reality of the 

Believer’s Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
3. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 

10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 

12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. 


A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. The Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and’ Young People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available fo 1955. 
15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; $12 per hun- 
dred. 


Index. 


The eight-page Tres Index is a welcome 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- 
able for the years 1940 to 1953, inclusive, 
and may be had for 15 cents each. 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Times in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.35 each. 


Scripture Choruses. By Robert Hark- 
ness. 


One hundred and sixty-five Golden Texts 
set to music. Choruses are arranged in the 
order of their Scripture references. Excel- 
lent for children’s and young people’s work. 
Paper bound, 75 cents each. 


In addition to the foregoing items the Tres publishes Scriptural, inex- 
pensive Special Day programs by Mary Brainerd Smith for Easter, Children’s 


Day, Rally Day, and Christmas. 


25 cents a dozen; $1 for fifty; $2 per hundred. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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person coming between. God alone can 
work out this principle in our hearts. 
The reward is a consciousness of God 
here and now, and seeing Him as He is 
in the life to come. 


se 


In the first sense, the peacemakers of 
verse 9 are those who seek to make 
peace between God and men by telling 
men what God has done for them, and 
bringing them into reconciliation with 
Him (Col. 1:20; Eph. 2:14-17). In a 
secondary sense Christians are to be 
zealous in settling all kinds of quarrels 
and discords among believers. Strife 
and division are the works of the flesh 
(Gal. 5:19, 20). With God’s enabling we 
can very often pour oil upon troubled 
waters and bring into harmony those who 
have slipped into dissension. And many 
times, by forbearance and controlling 
our own tongues, we can avoid stirring 
up strife or friction between others. Such 


conduct will be recognized by others as 
characteristic of those who are God’s 
children, 
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But, if we sincerely, and with God’s 
help, try to conduct ourselves in line 
with these principles of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, we shall not only reap the 
rewards promised but we shall also meet 
persecution and testing, as the Lord 
warns us in verses 10 and 11. Some- 
times this persecution will come from 
the world, and sometimes it will come 
from those who claim to be followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. One thing 
that those whose lives do not measure 
up to God’s standards cannot tolerate is 
a life that does in a large measure ex- 
emplify the Lord Jesus Christ. He Him. 
self was exposed to the hatred and bitter- 
ness of men who should have known 
better. Can we then expect to escape per- 
secution when we seek to be like Him? 
In fact, if we are not experiencing per- 
secution in some form or other, then we 
may well ask ourselves if our lives are 
measuring up in any degree to God's 
standards for us. 

But let us beware. The persecution 
and misunderstanding named here are 
not such as results from our own weak- 
nesses and failures or foolishness, or 
from our own touchiness or nasty dis- 
position. It is persecution that comes 
when we have done right, and when the 
accusations brought against us are false 
and because of our allegience to Christ. 
Only then may we rejoice and be glad, 
even in the midst of persecution and 
misunderstanding, for then we can be 
sure that our reward will be great. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


February 21 to 27 


Mon.—Romans 1:13-17. 
The Gospel for All People. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am debtor 
both to the Greeks, and to the Bar- 
barians; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise.” God wills that all men shall 
be saved and shall come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth of the Gospel. And 
only those who have received the Spirit 
of God through faith in Christ, through 
the Word, will feel deeply and do some- 
thing about world-wide evangelism. All 
nations under heaven are precious to 
God. “Every creature” indicates our 
Gospel duty. It falls to us to pray, plan, 
and promulgate missions for the glory 
of the Redeemer, and the welfare of 
the millions of earth. Pray for the mis- 
sion board of your choice, 


Tues.—1 Corinthians 9:13-18. 
“If We Preach Not the Gospel.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the Gospel.” The com- 
pulsion of the Spirit to love people and 
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DADDY, WAS IT THE STORK? 


How would YOU answer? THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENT magazine gives profes- 
sional Christian guidance on sex-training 
and other areas of family living. Dail 
Bible-based devotions for families wi 

children. Monthly. $3 year. Sample free. 
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get the Gospel to them needs to be felt 
by multitudes in our Christian congre- 
gations. So long as missions is the work 
for only a few, and not for all, the cause 
will move along with a slow and un- 
certain pace. How much does the love 
of Christ constrain you to advance the 
cause of missions? Pray for a new re- 
vival of missionary interest that will 
raise up millions of “Missionary Asso- 
ciates” who will pray and participate. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 1:18-25. 
The Preaching of the Cross. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “We preach Christ 
crucified.” The preaching of the person 
of Christ and what He did for our sal- 
vation and the way He did it is still 
the great message for saints and sinners. 
His glorious deity tabernacling among 
us in a body whose blood was shed for 
the remission of sins is the only heart- 
melting, and soul-winning message. That 
Christ loved us and gave Himself for 
our sins is a fact so tremendous that it 
will amaze us forever (see Rev. 1:5). 
The utter insufficiency of all other merit 
than Christ and His blood for the remis- 
sion of sins and peace with God must 
be confessed by all. Pray for mere 
preaching of “Christ crucified.” 


Thurs.—Colossians 1:24-29. 
Riches for the Gentiles, 


Prayer Succestions: “To whom God 
would make known what is the riches 
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“Moody Annuities have provided me with wonderful security 
through their unfailing dependability and assured lifetime earn- 
ings. I also have peace of mind and satisfaction in knowing that 
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—MISS A. OF ILLINOIS 
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You, too, can have the continuous peace of mind and security afforded by Moody 
Annuities. Your Moody Annuity provides you with a generous, steady income 
for. life. This return depends on your age at the time you enter into the annuity 
partnership with Moody Bible Institute. It can be as high as 81%. In more than 
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What’s more, you don’t have to administer a Moody Annuity. It takes care 
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Institute. 


PEACE OF MIND for You! 


When you enter into an annuity agreement with the Moody Bible Institute, you 
become an active partner in all its soul-winning ministries. In this way, your 
Moody Annuity pays eternal dividends in bringing lost souls to Christ. Because 
of your gift, the Institute can continue to provide tuition-free training to con- 
secrated young people. 

Your annuity begins accruing eternal dividends right away, because all Moody 
students are actively engaged in practical soul-winning during student years. 
They bear effective witness in jails, hospitals, Sunday schools, churches, missions, 
etc. In addition, you also share in the other world-wide ministries of the Institute. 


‘ FREE BOOKLET... You can learn the complete details 
, of the Moody Annuity Plan at no cost and without 
; obligation. Just fill in the coupon and mail it today 
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of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” As Christ became in- 
carnate in the flesh for the purpose of 
our redemption, sanctification, and glori- 
fication, so is the will of God that all men 
in all nations shall know the grace, bless- 
ing, and joy of Christ entering into their 
hearts and living there by faith. What 
all works cannot accomplish, God’s gift 
of eternal life through Christ Jesus our 
Lord can effect through grace by faith. 
Pray for more manifestation of Christ’s 
indwelling in the souls of people about 
you. 


Fri.—Romans 10:8-17. Those Who Preach. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “So then faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” The Word of God must 
have a minister before it can be heard, 
and the ministry of the Spirit in the 
minister before it will be believed. The 
agency of the Spirit, the instrumentality 
of the preacher, and the means of the 
Scripture are essentials for bringing 
souls to faith. Let all who preach real- 
ize that the divine Word requires the 
ministry of the divine Spirit for the sal- 
vation of sinners. Pray for the minister 
of your church. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 2:1-5. 
The Heart of the Gospel. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I determined not 
to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” That 
the Son of God had to come from 
Heaven and be incarnate in our sinful 
nature in order to save us from sin and 
death and hell ever will be the wonder 
of wonders to all men, whether saved 
or lost. “Every knee should bow ... 
and . . . every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10, 11). “We 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews 
a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; but unto them which are 
called, both. Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God” (1 Cor. 1:23, 24). Pray for more 
heart along with the art of preaching 
the Gospel. 


Sun.—Ephesians 3:7-13. 
The Stewardship of the Gospel. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “According to 
the eternal purpose, which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Are 
you made a minister of Christ? Then 
you have a stewardship far greater 
than that of any other person in the 
world. You have an entrustment 
from God, which has to do with the 
issues of eternity for never-dying 
souls. Think not lightly of your call- 
ing, work not carelessly at it, and 
remember that the eyes of three 
worlds are upon you: the upper, the 
nether, and the present world. Let 
your message and ministry be of the 
highest concernment to you. Pray for 
God’s ministers. 
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